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electors, Is that reasonable or constitn-
vional; is it commonsense or common
conrtesy? For what might happen in
Committee I will not be responsible. The
roint is the second reading, and members
will not allow the Bill to be taken inte
Committee,

Hon. Sir E. H, Wittenoom: Who said
s0?

Hon, A, SANDERSON: The hon.
member and others. If I have made any
impression on the minds of members 1
will eontinue.

Hon, J. F. Cullen: I am afraid not.

Hon. A, SANDERSON: Sir Edward
Wittenoom is one of the oldest and
most experienced men in this €hamber.
He has held high offices locally and
in the centre of the Empire and knows
something of his Imperial, Federal,
and loeal respousibilities, bui he is
such a jester—he would even jest at the
cabnon month or go down in an earth-
guake with a jest on his lips The hon.
member called this a momentous ques-
tion; Mr. Colebateh called it a little, fid-
dling taxation Bill. " If T could snaich
are vole from the hon. member, I wonld
uot care whether the Bill was called mo-
mentous or petty.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: You are
making a lot of inroads into my deter-
mination.

Hon. A. SANDERSON: I wonder if
that is a jest. The finances of the coun-
try constitute a serious matiter, and I
cannot understand how any member,
knowing all the eireumstances, would shat
the door to any further negotiation as re-
gards this Bill. Let the measore go inlc
Compmittee and tnen everyoune can fight
1o get what be wants, 1 do not know
that the Government are tied to any por-
tion of the Bill. If it is re-casted in
Committee that may be welcomed by the
Government, and they will be given an
opportunity to reconsider their position.
By the rejection of the second reading,
they will be deprived of thai opporiunity.
We have all the power in our hands to
find out how far the Government are pre-
pared to go and what the Couniry party
are doing and apparently, we are to be
refused the opportunity to learn what this

[COUNCIL.)

is. I am not responsible for the Govern-
ment of the conntry. 1 have studied the
politics of Western Australia closely [or
the last 20 years, and am more than ever
convineed that the day we entered Fed-
eration we were, financially speaking,
twst. Apart from the Labour Govern-
ment, the drought and the war, when
Western Ausiralia entered Federation we
were financially doomed, and what has
veeurred since has only haslened the day
which must inevitably have come. West-
ern Australia will have to go in for unifi-
cation as the only possible solution of its
present stale of affairs. This is my an-
swer to the hon. member who asked for
my alternative, If we look ahead we
must realise that unification is the ornly
solution for our troubles, but so far as
this Bill is concerned, constitutional Gov-
ernment, eommonsense, and c¢comman
courtesy to the Government demand that
the second reading at any rate should be
passed,

On motion by Hon. C. F. Baxter, ue-
bate adjourned,

Heuse adjourned at 10.36 p.m.
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QUESTION — UNEMPLOYED,
CHARITABLE RELIEF.

Hon, H, P. COLEBATCH ssked the
Colonial Secretary: Will he place on the
Table of the House information in re-
spect to the unemployed members of the
community af present receiving chari-
table relief from the Government, show-
ing—(a) the total number in reeceipt of
relief; (b) the number of married men
and the number of single men; (e) the
ages of the recipients of relief; (d)
their usual oceupations; (e) their last
places of employment?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: (a) The total number in receipt
of relief, 744, (b) Number of married
men, 442; number of single men, 302.
(e} Apes of recipients of relief {figures
re ages for Perth only), attached hereto.
(d) Their usual oceupation, attached

AND

hereto. (e) Their last place of employ-
ment. No record.

UNEMPLOTED.
Trade or Qceupa-| Total Trade or Occupa- | Total.

ton. . tion.

Labourers .. 407 Horse-drivers .. 19
Boatbuilder .. |, 1} Holrdresser . 1
Baker .. . 1 Hotel Hands .. 3
Blacksmlths 3 Kitchenmen 7
EBrickinaker 1 Lumper 1
Bricklayers 12 Miners .. .- 8
Bootmakers 3 Orchard Hands 2
Bushmen 17 Orderlies .. 2
Barman 1 Plate-layer 1
Butchers 2 Falnters 8
Builder .. 1 Pinsterers 8
Caretakems 3 Plumber . 1
Carpenters 24 Printer ., .. 1
Cooper .. 1 Saw-mill Hands 4
Compositors 2 Saddler .- 1
Clerhs .. 12 Station Honds.. 4
Cooks .. 10 Strikers . 2
Chauffenrs 2 Stone Masons .. 4
Dairymen . 2 men 19
Dranghtsmen .. 2 Walter .. 1
Engine-drivers & Yardmen .. 5
Farm Hands .. 27 Sleeper-cutters 4
Fitters .. b Mechanle 1
Firemen 5 Storemen 2
Gardeners 10 Taftors .. 3
Grooms 2 Teoamsters 8
Hod-carriers 2 Wood Turner 1
Handy Men .. 5 Wagon Builder 1
Handy Boys .. 2 Wheel Wright 1

630 Total 744
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UNEMPLOYED

Number. Ages, Number, Ages,
4 f . 18 17 12
5 . 10 18 43
] . 20 15 4
7 . 21 23 45
10 . 22 19 46
& L] 23 ? 47
6 . 24 18 i3
16 25 11 49
11 26 20 60
'] 27 b 51
20 23 7 52
13 20 5 53
22 an 7 54
8 31 8 65
28 32 3 56
10 33 3 57
17 34 3 68
p1:) a5 4 69
23 36 |3 80
12 87 1 [
20 33 1 62
13 39 1 63
21 40 2 [}
15 41 1 a5

517

QUESTION — MILITARY FORCES,
RELIEF FOR DISCHARGED
SOLDIERS.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Is it a fact that men
who have been discharged from the mili-
tary forees for drunkenness and other

misdemennour are receiving unemployed

relief? 2, If so, how many have reeeived
such relief?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: 1, No. 2, Six were assisted, bav-
ing been discharged for being absent
withount leave. When the maiter came to
the knowledge of the Minister, assistance
ceased,

QUESTION - CROWN  LEASES,
FEDERAL TAXATION.

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Col-
onial Secretary: 1, Do the Government
consider the Federal Taxation of Crown
leases illegal under Clause 114 of the
Commonwealth Constitution, which says,
“Nor shall the Commonwealth impose
any tax on property belonging to a
State”? 2, If so, what action do they
intend taking to conoserve the State’s in-
terests®
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The COLONIAL SECRETARY re-
plied: As there is a possibility of this
question being raised in the Courts by
one or other of the States, it is not
desirable to express an opinion at this
stage.

.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE,

On motion by Hon., Sir E. H. WIT-
TENOOM leave of ahsence for six con-
secutive sittings of the House granted to
Hon. F. Comnor {North) on the ground
of urgent private business.

ASSENT TO BILLS,
Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills:—
1, Industries Assistance Bill.
2, Lunacy Aect Amendment Bill.

BILL — VERMIN BOARDS
AMENDMENT.

Conference of Maragers,

Message received from the Legislative
Assembly acquainting the Legislative
Couneil, in reply to Message No. 36,
respecting the holding of a eonference
on the Vermin Boards Ac¢t Amendment
Bili that the Legislative Assembly will
be adjourned over Tuesday, 2nd Mareh,
the day appointed for the said confer-
ence, and requesting the Legislative
Council to agree to the conference being
held on Wednesday, 3rd March, at the
same time and place,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central [440]: I have
discovered that it would be more conveni-
ent for the Legislative Assembly that the
managers for that House in connection
with the Vermin Boards Act Amendment
Bill shonld sit at 5 o’clock instead of 4.45
to-day. 1 move—

That in reply to the dessuge No. 41
from the Legislative Assembly, a Mes-
sage be sent to the Legislative Assembly
fixing 5 p.m. instead of 4.45 as the time
for the meeting of the conference on the
Fermin Boards Act Amendment Bill.

[COUNCIL.]

Question put and passed.
Report of Managers.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [5.55]: I beg to
report that the managers for the Council
met the managers for the Assembly, and
after discussion they were unable to
agree on the matter in dispute between
the two Houses.

COMMITTEE-——WHALING

LICENSE.

Request for Membher to give evidence.

Message received from the Assembly
asking the House to auihorise the Hon.
J. M. Drew to attend and give evidence
before the seleet eommitiee on the Whal-
ing license,

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hoen.
J. M. Drew—Central) : I beg to move—

That leave be granted. and a Mes-

sage returned to the dssembly to that

effect.

Question put and passed.

SELECT

BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Loan, £2,850,000.

2, Appropriation.

Received from the Assembly.

BILL — INCOME AXD PUBLIC EN-
TERTAINMENTS TAXATION.
Second Reading,

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Hon. C. F. BAXTER (East) [442]:
It 15 with the greatest reluclance that 1
rise to speak on the Bill, seeing that it
has been sv thoroughly discussed by mem-
bers of this Chamber, If economy was
exercised in controlling all our publie
concerns one would have no besitation in
assisting the Government to get through
any taxation measgre within reason. But
when we find the position, as it stands
now, that so much money is being squan-
dered, 1 ecannot for s moment agree
to the imposition ofe any fresh burden
npon the ghrifty part of our community.
1 maintain that Government institutions
should, as far as possible be self-sup-
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porting. There is a lot to be done in that
direetion. We have many institutions in
Western Australia at the present time
that are a drag upon the State, and have
no right to be, As an illustration of this
I may mention the conditions of our
Bouth-West country. Our position to-
day is thaf we are importing something
over a million sterling worth of butter,
and a large amounnt of potatoes and other
commodities, which gould be grown in
that part of the State. UnEortunately,
however, they ecannot be grown there for
lack of eapital, Then, on the other hand,
we have Government institutions, an in-
stance of which is the Fremantle prison
where men are locked up by the hundreds
who could be far better employed in
clearing these South-TVest lands. I know
what some hon, members will say, namely,
that this would be doing away with
labour. Not one bit of it. When we
imprison a man it invariably follows that
we inflict an injustice on those dependent
on him, and there are lots in prison to-
day who have dependents living on char-
ity or are eking ont an existence in the
best way they egn, I do not say we
should indiscriminately allow all classes
of persons to go ont, but there are those
who have been sen{ to prison for short
or for long terms who, if allowed ont in
gangs under capable men—and I am sure
the Government will not say that they
have not eapable men at the head of their
rrisons—counld be sent to the South-West
to elear areas of 20 acres for indi-
vidual farmers who wounld be charged the
ordinary rate on extended payments. The
result would be that those who are in
prison to-day wonld be engaged in a
liealthy oceupation out of doors and the
tendency would be to make them better
men, I have no hesitation in saying that
75 per cent. would becorne good and use-
ful citizens. They would be earning
something for themselves because they
would have to be paid, and in that way
they would be able to keep their depen-
dents going. Though a man may deserve
imprisonment. it is not always right that
those dependent on him should be made
to suffer.,  Therefore, why should we
not do something for them by compelling
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the men in prison to engage in a useful
and healthy occupation, and earn some-
thing at the same time, while the State
would also derive a considerable benefit.
Then, when the term of a man’s im-
prisonment had expired be could bhe
turned loose on society with some money
in his pocket, A percentage of his earn-
ings would, of ecourse, be kept and
handed to him on his release with the re-
sult that he would have something to
go on with, and there would be no need
for him to commit another felony in
order to get bread and buiter. As.a mat-
ter of fact we would find that guite a
numher would become good citizens by
taking up land for themselves, I do not
intend to labour the question. There are
a lot of institautions run by the Govern-
ment which should be self-supporting,
and this is merely an illustration which
I have given. As regards the adminis-
tration of Government departments, one
cannot get away from the fact that thous-
ands of pounds are being squandered.
With a few exceptions, onr trading con-
cerns are an ineubus on the State. They
have not resulted in a benefit to the State.
Take the steamship servicee. We were
told one evening that the “Western Aus-
tralia” had wmade a profit of £500 odd.
On what? Above all things, on the con-
sumption of lguor in the bar of that
steamer, and we know very well that the
Government pride themselves on being
against the liguor traffie.

The Colonial Secretary:
steamships shown a deficit
June?

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: I do not know
that they have shown a profit yet. At
any rate, we can never expect to get a
profit from the “Western Australia” a
steamer which was built for the tea trade
and which is not at afl adapted for the
use the Government of this State are
putting it to. We know that in endeav-
ouring to establish records when that
steamer was engaged in the tea trade, its
very machinery was knocked to pieces.
TWith regard to the railways, we all know
well that there has been a reduction in
the train service, but we do not find that
there has been a reduction in the staff.

the
last

Have
sinee
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We still have the same number of men
employed. In previons years, when we
had harvests to gather, the employees
were kept busy, We still have the same
employees, I do not say that we
should put those men out of employment,
but there is any amount of profitable
work we could engage them in in-
stead of allowing them to remain in the
railway serviee and become a drag on the
State. let me quote an instance, Dur-
ing the 1913-14 harvest the Pingelly
station was manned by a station-master
and a porter. This year, when there is
n¢ harvest, praetienlly speaking, there
were five men on daty at that station.
Can it be said thai that is economical ad-
mintstralion? Can we ask hon, members
to support a {ox to assist in carrying
on this kind of business? Take our own
posilion as regards the I and Act Amend-
ment Bill, We were promised in this
Chamber that that measure would be put
Lhrough this session. Now we learn that
it has been dropped. It was one of the
pleas put forward that if we assisted to
carry throngh anoiher measure, we should
be given the Land Act Amendment Bill.
Now we know to what extent the farmers
are soffering, nof only those who have
purchased virgin forest, but those who
have purchased improved properties,
some of them paying £200 per annum on
1,000 acres and who were to have ob-
tained relief by the passing of the Land
Aet Amendment Bill.

Hon. J. Cornell: T hope it has been
dropped for ever so far as I am con-
cerned, )

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: That is what
we might expect from the hon. member.
The proposed tax is, we are told, to be
imposed for the purpose of benefiting the
unemployved, My sympathies are with
the gennine unemployed but I do mnot
sympathise with the way the Government
are dealing with the unemployed ques-
tion, Ts it right that we should pay
away £4.000 in eash and get absolutely
no return? The Government started a
zood scheme by sending a number of un-
employed to clear the Jand at the Yan-
danooka estate. That was a step in the
right direction. Why was it nof con-

[COUNCIL.]

tinved9 We should select from the ranks
of the unemployed the good men, those
men who are capable of doing good work
and who are anxious to work, and I am
sorry to say that there are quite a num-
ber of them in the ranks of the unem-
ployed. There are also men in our midst
who go out into the country and engage
in contract work; then when they come
into town they spend every shilling of
the eheques which they have earned and
subsequently throw themselves on to the
charity of the State. Is it right that the
thrifty part of the population shounld
have to carry this class of people on their
backs? Again, there are others with -
money in their pockets accepting two
meals a day and a bed from the State
and they are determined on having a
good time, taking care that they will net
go back to any kind of employment.
When we speak of the unemployed it is
natural enough to look around and see
whether employment can be found for
them, and when we see two able-bodied
men like the two leaders of the unem-
ployed movement, T maintain it is the
first duty of the 'Government to find
positions for them. What is the posi-
tion in the country distriets? In spite
of the bad harvest we find that wages
have increased and it is a difficult matter
for farmers to secure labourers. I want
to wipe out the idea from the minds of
members who believe that artisans or
clerks cannot engage in farming work.
Some of the best men employed on my
place have been clerks and artisans. If
we go on te the labour market we will
find that no man will think of going into
the country for less than 25s. If times
were normal, and the man on the land
bad a chanece of getting bread and butter.
no one would hesitate to pay 1hat amount,
For skilled labour the average price paid
iz 35s. a week. But when we find that
some men who go out as farm labourers
have to learn evervthing that has to be
done about a farm, the wages they ask
is too hig a price to pay, more partien-
larly when no return is coming from the

property.
Hon. A. Sanderson: Thirty-five shil-

lings and keep?
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Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Yes, and some-
limes 45s. a week and keep.

Hon. Sir E. H. Wittenoom: Some are
worth it,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: There is not
the slightest doubt about that, but my
advice to the genuine unemployed is to
go into the country where plenty of work
can be found. The unemployed should
not make exorbitant demands in these
Jdays when they are searching for work
and when they know that the farmers
are with diffieulty meeting their liabili-
ties, Union principles are all right, and
there is no one more in favour of union-
ism than myself,

Hon. J. Cornell: When it snits yon.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: If I did not
have more ability than the hon. member
who interjected I would not be in the
position I am oceupying to-day in em-
ploying labour, The system of provid-
ing free meals and beds for-the unem-
ployed is very bad, Up to date the Gov-
ernment have spent something like £4,000
in that direction, That sum of wmoney
would have cleared over 5,000 aeres of
land which would have been an asset to
the State. Every man who is taking
advantage of a free meal and 2 bed
would surely rather work for it. I have
that mneh faith in the people of Australia
to say that all, if they had the oppor-
tunity of going out to work, they would
do that rather than accept charity from
the State. I am surprised to find that there
are men here who bave not more back-
bone than to hang around Perth depend-
ing on the Government for support, es-
pecially when they know that the Gov-
ernment bave no cash to waste, What
has Vietoria done? That State started
relief works but they did not start them
in the way some hon, members would
have done here. The unemployed in that
State were prevented from herding about
the town; they were sent oui to earn
what might be said to be a living wage,
so that they counld oceupy their time
there until more favourable opportuni-
ties for work at a higher remuneration
presented themselves. I find that the
total number of those receiving re-
lief from the Government is 744. Of
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that number, it is alarming to me to find
that 302 are single men, and in addition
to that 136 of these single men are under
the age of 30 years. I do net think it is
1o Lhe credit of men of that age, men who
are in the prime of their youth, to depend
on the Governwent for charity.

Hon. J. Cornell: It may be through
misfortune.

Hon. C. . BAXTER : [n a young State
like this where there is so mueh employ-
ment going begging, no one can tell me
that it is through misfortune T do not
hesitate to say that any able-bodied man,
not tied down by marriage, can go into
the country, and if he capnot gei per-
manent employment right away, he can
get enough fo keep him going, because 1
have yet to learn that any farmer will
turn away a wan from his door. There
is any amount of work in the eountry to
be dome. 1t is very interesting to me to
look through the report. There is no re-
cord of the last place of employment of
these men. Surely there is one thing the
rdepariment should look into when giving
charity to men, and that is to see what
class of employment they have followed
in the past and where they were em-
ployed. There are relief works for the
unemployed. The Colonial Secretary, if
T am not mistaken, said that the Govern-
ment intended to construet feeder roads;
in what way I do not know, but I take
it he means under the old system that has
been carried on for the past three years,
that of day labour. A. worse system can-
not be ecarried out in any State, and I
will prove that statement. In connection
with one board, of which I was ehairman
for a number of years, we received
a orant of £2,000 to ecarry out
necessary works, and feéder roads
were portion of the necessary works.
When the Government came  into
power they commandeered — and |
use that word becanse the Government
compelled the Greenhills board to return
the £2,000, with the result that the board
only got £1,100 worth of work done for
the £2,000. In making this statement I
am saying what I know to be true. Men
who taok contracts from the Greenhills
board made very good money, Can this
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kind of business be carried on? Is this
Government in g better position to carry
on work of this nature than the local gov-
erning bodies? And yet they take it into
their hands. When the Governmeni were
putting that work through and withdrew
the £2,000 grant from us they agreed to
accept recommmendations from the board,
but how far did they take these recom-
mendations into consideration? The
fact is the Governmeni absolutely ignored
any recommendations the board made, As
a matter of fact the foreman of the gang
had on the work six big draught horses,
some of thesbest in the country, tied up
to a tree and-eating chaff costing £5 10s.
a ton, and he also had scoops and ploughs
and other plant to put down a road just
as good as Hay-street is to-day. And for
whom? One man, myself? 1 objected
to it, yet they carried it ont. In addition,
they put up a structure, costing £85, along
my road, though I had no need for it and
I objected to it. Surely, when we find
that work of this nature is objected to by
the chairman of the board in the first
place, and by the only man who is going
Lo use that road in the second place, there
is no need to carry it out, and yet the
work was done. Further, there were
three miles of road which had been cleared
a quarter of a chain wide. T objeeted in
the first place to the Greenhills board
spending that money, because there was
already a good track going through my
rroperty and the existing track was
good enough., But they spent the
money and cleared the road. That
was, however, not so0 bad; but on
top of this a gang came along
with authority from the Government
and increased the width of the road to
half a chain. Do we want fresh taxation
for this kind of business? I say, no, de-
cidedly vot, 1, for one, will not assist
them fo get it. The hon. Mr, Cornell in
speaking last night, said that we conld
establish relief works. If these are on a
1 ar with the relief works carried ont by
the State in the past we should not touch
them at any price. Let us take the Jen-
naberring area, on which a lot of money
was spent on behalf of the unemployed.
The hon. member remarked that there

[COUNCIL.]

never was such a serious position as there
is to-day, but we [ind there are only 744
persons receiving relief here. A lot of
work had been done on this ares,
one hundred per ecent. more than
was being done around about it
But that amount was saddled on to
the men who came along and took
the land np, These bhave lived to
curse that system to-day. The money
spent there has not been an assistance,
but, on the contrary, a hindranee to them.
I know what I am speaking about, for
rart of the Jennaberring area formed a
porlion of my pastoral lease, and I know
every partienlar in connection with it.
There are certain relief works which can
be carried out. After clearing land and
elfecting improvements it is necessary to
follow the work up, otherwise it will be
of no value. The hon, Mr. Corell sug-
gested road making. T ask if this is the
time to commence that class of work? We
want to spend every penny available on
work which is going to return revenne to
the State. Yill road making return any-
lhing to the State? Road making is cer-
tainly a convenience to the public and i
is nice to have good roads. To suggest
road making in the melropolitan area,
however, is, to my mind, useless, although
I sympathise with those living there if
they have had roads to travel upen, al-
though they have done fairly well in the
past, Every pound we have should be ex-
rended on works which will give an early
return for it

Hon. J. Cornell: What sort of work
will that be?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I am afraid the
hon member’s intelligence will not be able
to lead him out of his difficutty, There
is no better proposition in this young
State than that of clearing our lands,
The firsl money so spent is only a begin-
ring in respect to the lahour which wili
have to be employed on the land. In
the early part of my speech T referred to
the acquisition by the Government of the
Yandanooka estate. They may have bad
luck and not do too well ont of the
scheme, but T am ready to support them
in it, and I think they are taking a step
in the right direedon. In supporting
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them in clearing so much of this estate,
however, I do not say I am going to sup-
port them in clearing, indiscriminately,
thousands and thousands of acres. Is it
not far better to make advances to indi-
vidual farmers?

Hon, J. F. Cullen: Very much better.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: This can very
ensily be dome, if the Gtovernment are
gingere in trying to push the State for-
ward, It does not matter what load the
farmers are carrying. The Government
can always arrive at some secheme where-
by they can finanee them in order to clear
another 150 acres or so, for farms that
they approve of. What does that mean?
In clearing they absorb labour in
the first place. But this is only a com-
mencement of the work. Look at the
amount of labour which will be required
afterwards in the farming of the land.
The actual work of a farm comes in after
the clearing has been done. Let us eon-
sider the amount of revenue which the
expenditure of money on this elass of
work would return. That is a most vital
point and one which we, as legislators,
must not lose sight of. From the revenue
point of view there iz no better proposi-
tion than that of putting money into the
clearing of the land. No money is going
out for plant, and the whole of it is being
spent in labour, and there is the labour
to follow after the land is ecleared, I
recommend the Government to take steps
in this direction.

Hon, J. Cornell: They will not follow
your advice,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: It is charac-
teristtc of the Government not to follow
good, sound, advice.

Hon. J. Comnell:
where it comes from.

Hon. . F. BAXTER: In his open-
ing speech the Colonial Seeretary re+
ferred to the assistance given to farmers.
I admit that the Government have ren-
dered assistance to these people, but who
is going to benefit the most? I say, the
State, absolutely. The man who has bad
to receive assistance from the State could
not otherwise have carried on, and would
have had to leave his property. What

It all depends on
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would that mean? Of the money ad-
vanced by "the Agricultural Bank, at
least nine-tenths of it has been advanced
on property. This money would, there-
fore, be absolutely thrown away, and the
properties would become overgrown like
some other properties in the State
to-day. When we talk of the assistance
given by the Governmeni to the farmers
we must remember that it is only the
distressed farmers who are taken into
account, that is to say, only one seetion
of them—though I admit it is unfortu-
nately a large section. But what about
the section which is not composed of dis-
tressed farmers, and members of which
are not compelled to go to the month
of the gun for assistance? With very
few exceptions every farmer in the
State has this year had to increase his
overdraft, I have had to do it myself,
and I am not ashamed of it. What have
the Government done for these men9 The
Colonial Secretary stands up in this
Chamber, and says the Government have
done such and such a thing for the farm-
ers, I say they have done nothing exeepl
to put extra imposis upon them, and now
they wani to go further by putting this
extra tax upon them,

Hon. J. Cornell: You have had your
share, so why complain?

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: We find on
looking info the question that the Gov-
ernment in the first place increased the
water rates payable by the farmers. The
hon, member Mr. Cornell will say, when
asked, “What has been done for the
farmer%” 1 say, ““What has been done
for the goldfields in regard to their water
scheme”? The people there can get their
water taken up a distance of 400 miles
for 2s. 6d. a thousand gallons, whereas
the farmer who has the water carried
only a quarter of the distance has to pay
8s. a thousand gallons. Is that rendering
assistance to the farmers? How can hon,
members stand up and say that this is
right? Further, we must not forget that
it is only surplus water farmers are al-
lowed to take. The Government would
not allow one pipe line to tap the main
trunk line until soch time as it had been
proved that only surplus water would be
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drawn through it. I am not opposed lo
the goldfields water scheme. It is a splen-
did thing, for, indirectly, it is developing
our goldfields, I want those who talk
about coddling the farmer to remember
that there is such a thing as coddling the
zoldfields,

Hon. J. Cornell: I bave not seen much
of it,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: The hon. mem-
ber could not see much of anything.
What have the Government done for the
farmer in regard to superphosphated
They placed a tremendous freight on a
young community which was struggling
with lheavy burdens at the time, They
put a crushing impost of this sort npon
a section of the community which was
striving to get ahead. This is one of the
benefits they have given to the farmers.
This is an instance of that spoon-feeding
which some hon, members tell us we are
receiving. Again, freights have been
jumped up to an enormous extent on
machinery and eommodities used by the
farmers, We cannot get away from the
fact that the whole of the burden is be-
ing thrown on us continnally, If the
object of this was to bring the State out
of the financial trouble into which it is
plunged I would not mind. But when
we have so much money wasted in the
administration of the country I refuse
to stand here and echampion such a
cause, Outside of all this we had a
special rate for breeding stock, but the
Government stepped in again and can-
celled it. This is another example of the
consideration we are receiving at their
hands and of the spoon-feeding which
in their gemerosity they are meting out
to us. And on top of all this we have
the super-tax to face. We, therefore, have
a roads board tax, a land tax, an income
tax, a wheel tax, a dog tax, and a Fed-
eral land tax, as well as a prohibitive
Federal tax upon machinery and all
commodities, These are some of the bene-
fits we enjoy. This is the kind of spoon-
feeding we are getting. Is it any wonder
we are getting so fat? And now this
super-tax, which my friends are treating
so lightly beeause they do not under-
stand if.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. J. Cornell: We can afford to
treat it lightly because we are not likely
to get it,

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Last vear the
farmers got nothing, This year there is
every chance of their having a good bar-
vest. Indeed, I think we are going to
bave a good season. At the same time
they want to impose upon us this extra
impost. We bave two years of liabilities
to meet. A farmer’s business, after all,
is a buosiness undertaking, Farmers will
be faced with the position on account of
their liabilities of having to pay a tax
on paper ouly, They will not see any
money at all. I should be mightly pleased
if I could pay my last year's liabilities
and those of this year as well ont of the
coming season. But I and others bave to
turn round and pay a tax on ihe profits
of the eoming season. It is absolutely un-
fair., The (Government say they are out
for the progress and betterment of the
State, but their actions do not show it.
As regards the latter part of the sched-
ule, as to a tax on amosements, I may
say that I am quite in accord with it.
Any person who at the present {ime can
see fit to spend his half guinea in going
to race meetings, his shillings and six-
pences in going night afier night to
picture shows and playhouses, thus in-
dicating that he does not recognise the
serionsness of our position, should he
called upon to pay. How can we expect
any community to recognise the serious-
ness of the position when they are told
by the head of the Government that
there is going to be no retrenchment. It
does not matter whether we can find em-
ployment for those in need of it or not;
such is the niterance of our Premier.
Some eight months ago I drew attention
to the faet that we had 14 houses of
amusement in the metropolitan area. I
think this number has sinee inereased.
These shows are going on nightly, and
the very people who patronise them are
those who later on will want assistance
from the Government. This, in my opin-
ion, is one direction in which tazation
might apply, and heavy taxation at that.

Sitling suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
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Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I intend to re-
fer to the schedule which provides for a
tax on agricultural and horticultural
shows. To those members who are nof
well versed in the conduct of shows I
might state that for every hundred
pounds which the societies gave in prize
money the Government added a subsidy
of 10s. in the pound, That was before
the crisis, but since then the Government
have seen fit to withhold that subsidy. It
is a difficult task now for a society in any
part of the State to econduet a show with-
ont it being a tremendous burden on those
who are responsible for it. We have in
power a Government who prides itself
on extending edueational facilities to
every part of the State, Why then place
an embargo on ene branch of the eduea-
tional system, and I contend that there is
no better way of edueating our producers
than by holding these annual shows. The
real purpose of a show is to educate and
demonstrate what this great State of ours
is capable of producing. To say that
huge profils are derived from agricul-
tural shows is all nonsense, Whatever
profits are made arc devoted to the im-
provement of the grounds on which the
shows are held, and in that connection
the grounds of the Royal Society are a
credit to that body, and the efforts of that
body should not in any way be discour-
aged. T am not objecting to the with-
holding of the subsidy, because I realise
it is difficult for ihe Government to pay
these amounts in the present days of
stress, but I do object to the imposition
of a tax of § per cent. on the takings. It
it unreasonable, If the profits of the soe-
ieties were going into the pockets of
some people there would be some reason
for the tax, but, as I have pointed ouf,
that is not the case. Moreover, in very
few instances are the officials of these
socvieties in receipt of any remuneration.
The secretary is invariably an officer on
whose shoulders innumerable burdens are
placed and he is very often an honorary
officer. Therefore, the Government are
doing quite enough by taking off the 50
per cent. subsidy, Mr. Cornell, in the
course of his remarks, said that motor
cars should be taxed. Although he is
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not in the Chamber I cannot allow the op-
portunity of referring to this matter to
pass, For that hon. member’s enlighten-
ment, I may state that there is already a
heavy tax on motor vehicles, An ordin-
ary four-wheeled vchicle carries a tax of
20s. and o motor car a tax of from £3
to £6 per annum. Surely the hon, mem-
ber should acquaint bimself with simple
faets before making deliberaie statements
in the Chamber., The hon. member also
threatened this Chamber by saying that
if the Bill was thrown out there would be
a day of reckoning. By whom, I would
like to ask?

Hon. W. Kingsmill: We had one.

Hon, C. . BAXTER: Yes, and it ab-
solutely supported this Chamber in
every detail. Is the hon. member looking
for another; if so, it will be one that
he will not be aliogether pleased with.
The hon. member even goes further and
states that this Chamber does not repre-
sent the taxpayer. Does he mean to say
that the Legislative Assembly alone repre-
sents the taxpayer? We cannot get away
from the fact that the 150,000 voters who
are on the Assembly roll are made up to
2 large extent of irresponsibles. I am
ot crying down fhose people; what I
mean to say is that many of them are ir-
responsible to the extent that they have
no stake in the country and they could
put their belongings into a gladstone
bag and leave the country when the
first crisis oceurred. The taxpayers upon
whom falls the whole burden of a erisis
are the people who are entitled to repre-
sentation in this Chamber. Can any hon,
member here say that the franchise for
the Legislative Council is not a just onet
Then why all this argument? It is
amusing to hear any member of the
Chamber talking such piffle, when he says
that this House does not represent the
taxpayer. What faxes are the irresponsi-
bles paying to the State beyond the 25s.
received; the Federal Government benefit
on all other taxes. Mr. Kirwan referred
to a party truce. I was one who agreed
to that, but on what conditions® The con-
ditions were that no legislation of a con-
tentions nature was to be introduced. We
have had, however, the most drastic Bill
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which has ever been placed hefore the
Legislative Council since the introduction
of Responsible Government. I do not
object to it hecause these are drastie
times, but, if the Government snbmit con-
tentious legislation, are we to sit here like
dummies and allow the Government to do
as they please just becanse we agreed to
a truce on the consideration that there
were to be no party politics? I have
been sent bere to represent the State and
to do the best T can for it, but on no
occasion will I be side-tracked. Wiih re-
ference to our unfortunate position as
regards the unemployed, I have been
taken to task for stating at Lion Mill
thai the position was nof as serious as
many would have us believe. I will prove
that statement here, I know of an aged
man, well in the seventies, who came o
Perth a few weeks ago for a holiday.
He intended to camp on the river shore
and indulge in a respite from labour, All
at once, however, he decided to return
to work and within three days he
seeured a position in fthe country at
20s. per week and keep, What are
the 136 able-bodied young fellows be-
tween the ages of 18 and 30 doing that
they eannot get employment in the coun-
try when an old man of over 70 finds no
diffienlty in doing s0? My comments may
not meet with favour at the hands of the
unemployed, but if they will only reason
with themselves, they must come to the
conclusion that it is better for them to
go into the country and try and get em-
ployment than to hang around the town,
as they are doing at the present time. In
the Katanning district alone, I know
that there are positions open for 18 farm
hands and that the wages offering are
from 20s. to 30s. & week, Is there any
excuse therefore for any of these young
fellows to be idling around the town de-
pending upon charity? I know, too, that
employment can be got in many other
country towns of this State. Before con-
cloding I want to draw atiention to the
faet that a section of the rallway em-
ployees have already soffered a reduction
of 4s. 6d. weekly. What have those peo-
ple to say to that impost? It would bhe
interesting too, to hear what their wives

[COUNCIL.]

have to say, The members of the Minis-
try declared on the hustings that they
would reduce their salaries by the £300
which represents the sum they draw as
members. If they are sincere, why do
they not forego that amount and, if it is
needed, though I maintain it is not, it
could be devoted to the unemployed., I
cannot support the second reading of the
Bill, simply becanse of the waste of
money which we find is taking place in
the administration of Government depart-
ments, I think, too, I have proved econ-
clusively thal I have strong grounds for
opposing the measure,

Hon. . C. SOMMERS  (Metropolitan)
[7.43]: Without repeating what has al-
ready been said by so many members who
have dealt with this measure, T am left
with very little to say. I intend to oppose
the Bill because I think the unemployed
difficulty is not as serious as the Govern-
ment would have us believe. I am not in
favour of taxing a certain section of the
people simply to provide employment
for another section and a very limited
section at that, because I have not the
slightest doubt that 1f the Bill were
passed, and the money raised, the em-
ployment given wonld be restricted to
unicnists. When, the other night, the
Premier was asked whether only union-
ists would be employed on these
relief works, he evaded the question
and said the policy of the Govern-
ment was to give preference to unionists.
It is easy to read between the lines and
realise that non-unionists would have no
chance at all on these relief works. I
have a letter from one of my constitu-
ents, in which T am desired to put the
question direct to the Colonial Secretary,
and ask him to say straight out whether,
in the event of this money being raised,
preference will be given to unionists. My
correspondent 1s a labourer himself, and
he says he has no e¢hance of getting work
from the Governmeni except he first
joing a union, T am not geing to be a
party to raising money from the people
in order to give employment to a special
seetion. Aeccording to the figures given
by the Colonial Secretary, there are 744
unemployed, of whom 302 are single men,
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It is disgraceful that in a young State
like this single men should bave sunk so
low as to be willing to hang about the
City and aceept free beds and free meals,
when there is any amount of legitimate
work waiting for them. I have frequently
had men come to my farm asking for
work. Before they look at the work they
want to know whether there is anything
to eat, and, after providing them with
food, it is difficult to get them even to
look at the work, A farmer in my dis-
triet told me the other day that at Chrisi-
mas one of his hands, employed at 25s.
a week, left his work notwithstanding that
it was the middle of the harvest. As a
result of his employment on that farm he
took with him some £40. Only last month
that man was seen lining up for free
meals in Perth, Evidently he had spent
his £40 and was not looking for any more
work while he conld get free meals and
free beds. If I had my way with those
302 single men in the ranks of the un-
employed, 1 would give them 24 hours’
notice to get out of town and look for
work in the country, and at the end of
the 24 hours, if any of them were still
left in the City, T wounld put them in gaol.
1 would there find them something to do
which would make them jolly glad to get
away. That iz how I would treat them.
As long as the Government keep on pro-
viding relief work the unemployed will
prefer working for the Government to
working for any private individual, be-
canse, naturally, the private employer ex-
peets some return for the money he pays,
whereas under the system of Government
stroke, there does not seem to be any obli-
gation on the part of the employee to do
a reasonable amount of work. In the As-
sembly the other night Mr, Mullany drew
altention to the fact that men employed
on Government works were not giving a
fair return,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not allude to debates in the As-
sembly.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: Perhaps I may
state that according to the Press some
member of Parliament stated somewhere
that the Government were not getting a
fair return for the wages paid, that
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bricklayers able to lay 1,000 bricks a day
were laying from 300 to 400 bricks; and
tbat a certain member of Parliament
said that if those men went on at thai
rate they would kill the goose laying the
golden egg, that in their own interests
they should try to do a little more. In
these cireumstances one cannot wonder ab
men being disinelined to work for pri-
vate employers. Mr. Johnson, the late
Minister for Works, speaking at the
opening of the railway institute at Mid-
land Junetion, was reported in the West
Australian as follows:—

He propounded the doctrine that
there was less obligation on workers in
private employment to be enthusiastic
abouat their work than there was on
those in the service of the Slate. After
remarking that the establishment of the
institute would be a boon to the rail-
way employees, he said that he had
always “envied the State employees.
Personally, he had always had the mis-
fortune to work for private enterprise.
In snch a case one went away from his
work for the day forgetting all abont it.
There was no special reason why a
worker should be interested in his em-
ployer’s business out of working hours,
but in working for the State he was
working for himself and to assist
others, For that reason he should en-
deavour to get the best possible resulis
himseif and try to get others to do the
same, After he left his employment for
the day be should still go on studying
and working, and the knowledge thuos
acquired be would be able to use for the
benpefit of himself and his fellow-men.
He should have a great deal more en-
thusiasm in his work than the man who
worked for a private employer. They
wanted to throw themselves into their
work with zest, for the welfare of the
State depended largely on their
energy and enthusiasm.

When we hear of their laying 300 bricks
a day we can imagine that they would
bave the more energy to think about it
duoring the evening, when, no donbt, they
would consider the possibility of eking
oni the nexi day with the laying of 250
bricks instead of 300. Aslong asthe Gov-
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ernment provide works these men will
prefer to work for the Governwment. That
is one reason why we see so many un-
employed refusing work from private
employers in the eountry and coming into
the City to find work under a system
based on the Government stroke. When,
recently, the railway Bills were before the
House, the Colonial Secretary assured us
that the Government bad ample means
with which fo carry out those works,
He said, in faet, the Government had
ample means to carry on all pub-
e works untd mnext Oectober, and
that it was the intention of the
Government, while judicionsly expending
loan woneys, to carry on the construction
of the railways, That was only last
month, We were told the Government
bad plenty of money to carry on these
works, but I bave not noticed any par-
ticular auoxiety on the part of the Gov-
ernment to set those works going. No
advertisements have appeared calling for
hands, Yet it may be asked, if
the Government have the money to
carry on publiec works until Oecto-
ber next, why do they npot get on
with those works and relieve the market?
The Government are doing nothing at
all in that direction. When the leader of
the House was comfortably assuring
members of the possession by the Gov-
ernment of all the money required, he
made no allusion to the need for speeial
taxation, If there is any need for special
taxation to-day is should have been
known to the Government then, Why did
not the Government at that time say they
had not sufficient money to carry out
public works, and that they required in-
ereased faxalion? I do not admit that
the unemployed difficulty is acute, but, if
it is, it was just as acute three weeks
ago. I am aware of the struggles of the
ordinary business man and of the settler
on the land, Every business man is bav-
ing an anxious time just now, This is
not a juncture at which to impose in-
creased taxation, and I for one am not
willing to raise more money to entrust to
the Government, who would be sure to
wasle it on unproductive works, and thai
only in the employment of a specially
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selected c¢lass of men who profess sym-
pathy with the Government, and who, be-
fore they can get work from the Gov-
ernment, must be members of a union.
When taxation is raised from the people
as a whole there should be no restriction
as to who is going to benefit by the money
so raised. I would not trust the Govern-
ment with any more money to spend,
becanse 1 feel sure they would wasle it.
The enormous sums the Government have
passed through their hands should, I
think, be a lesson to us, clearly proving
ibat they are not the best medium for the
expenditure of money. Mueh better
would it be lo leave the money in the
hands of ihe people who have it to-day,
and so encourage them to provide em-
ployment, rather than to entrust the task
lo the Government. On the 20th Novem-
ber last ithe Premier, in reply tu a depu-
tation of the unemployed, ‘enumerated
a long list of works waiting to be carried
out. There was the ereclion of a new
building on the present town hall site,
the extension of tramways, the regrading
of railways, the cleaning ont of reservoirs,
the building of a new reservoir, sewerage
extensions and numerous other works, If
all those works are waiting to be earried
out, and if the money is available until
Qctober next, why come down now and
ask for increased taxation?

Hon, D. G. Gawler: There was no men-
lton of taxation then.

Hon. C. SOMMERS: No, none at all.
In any case what is £175,000 when we
consider the huge sums the Government
have expended! Another thing: The
inembers of the public service are volun-
tarily eontributing £11,000 per annum.
They are only human, and if we impose
increased taxation on them it is reason-
able to suppose that they will immedi-
alely stop this voluntary contribulion.
They cannot be expected to eontribute
£11,000 ont of their salaries and pay a
saper tax as well. So what we get on the
one hand by this tax will be taken away
on the other. For months past the Gov-
ernment lhave known of the unemployed
difficulty. What steps have they taken
to combat it? As far as T can see the
only proposal they have brought forward
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—and that only at this late hour—is for
the construction of feeder roads. T have
always held that when we arebuiling new
railways we should construct feeder roads.
But that is a publie work, and should be
provided for out of loan money. The
work runs side by side with the construe-
tion of a railway. If it is necessary to
eross a sandplain to reach a railway, and
it is impossible to eart goods over it, of
what valne is the line? Feeder roads must
be constrneted, but the meney for this
work should come ont of loan funds, and
should not be raised by means of a special
tax to provide work for the unemployed.
The work proposed under the Bill is
merely for a certain section of {he com-
munity, After listening to Govern-
ment supporters one would be apt
to conclude that the only men out
of work arve artisans, What about
clerks and shop assistants, and em-
ployees of that kind? There is no
snggestion to provide work for them.
They are not staunch supporters of the
Government like the trades unionists, and
therefore are not to receive consideration.
From the works proposed if the Bill
passes—and I hope it will not pass
—such employees will receive ne benefit.
Jf the money were left in the hands of
the people and they were encouraged to
@o on with private enterprise. it wonld
be far better for the State than if the
Government insisted on earrying on
soecialistic enterprises, entering into com-
petition with and under-selling those en-
gaged in manufaeturing, and on top of
all roining their husinesses by imposing
this super tax. I do not wish to occupy
any more time, but I could not face my
constituents if I voted for such a meas-
ure as this,

Hon., H. MILLINGTON (North-East)
[R.2): T support the Bill. and perhaps
after the speeches we have heard it is
wel]l that T should do so, in order to in-
trodure a little variety into the discus-
<ion. It is patent to all who have lis-
tened to the various speeches that a ma-
jority of the members objeet to the Bill
-in the first place on prineiple, hut most
of them have eveninally wound up by
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objecting to a good many little techni.
calities, and none of them has shown that
the Bill is unnecessary or inequitable. It
rests with the supporters of the Govern.
ment to show that the Bill is absolutely
necessary and that its object is a valid
one, We have heard many statements to
the effect that the time is inopportune,
and that tbe object of the measure is
insufficient to warrant this House in
passing it. Numerous statements have
been made by self-constituted statisticians
that the unemployed diffienlty is not
5o serions as some wonld have us believe.
Mr. Colebateh stafed that so far as he
could gather there was no necessity for
the Bill and that, thongh there was a cer-
tain amount of unemployment, he was
positive anyone sufficiently in  earnest
eonld obtain work. It is all very well
for members to offer opinmions on the
gquestion of unemployment. Even the
statistics available from the employment
bureau do not indicate the real position.
The explanations by supporters of the
Government in regard to unemployment
have underestimated rather than over-
estimated fhe real position. Since it thas
heen contended that the state of the nun-
employed market is not sufficiently seri-
ous to warrani the passing of the mea-
sure—the only remedial one to date,
though many alternatives have been sug-
gested—T intend to deal with the ques-
tion of whether this taxation is necessary,
having in view the objects outlined by
the Government. It is weil that members
should be in possession of the latest in- -
formation regarding the unemployed, in-
formation officially compiled by those in
the best position to proeure accurate re-
tarps. Mr. MecCallum, the seeretary of
the Labour Federation, not only for the
metropolitan area, but for the whole of
the State, has given figures which are far
more reliable than those picked np at
street eorners by hon. members.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: They must be re-
liable, seeing thev are trades hall figures,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: These fizures
were officially supplied bv the secretaries
of the respective organisations,  They
refer to the metropolitan area only, and
show that those who are unforfunate
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enongh to be unemployed at present are
not a set of loafers unwilling to do a
fair day’s work, but men who in many
instances have been for years employed
in the metropelitan area. In order that
there may be no mistake, [ will quote the
different organisations, whiech are as fol-
lows:—rubble wallers 43 members,
40 unempioyed, three working broken
time; tip dray drivers, 172 mem-
bers, 20 unemployed, 86 working broken
time; bricklayers 300 members, 118 un-
employed, 22 working broken fime; print-
ers 173 members, 17 unemployed, S7
working broken time; boilermakers, 97
members, 10 unemployed, 61 working
broken time; clothing trades 135 mem-
bers, 45 unemployed, 70 working broken
time; ironworkers’ assistants 305 mem-
bers, 40 unemployed. 200 working broken
time; Australian engineers 150 members,
five unemployed, 120 working broken
time; carpenters 1,000 members, 750 un-
employed, 100 working broken time.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What do you mean
by broken time?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Men work-
ing easually, and not getting in full time.
Out of a membership of 1,000 earpenters,
750 are out of work and 100 are working
broken time, leaving only 150 in full em-
ployment. Buichers, with 205 members,
have 48 unemployed and 10 working
broken time; general workers 52¢ mem-
bers, 84 wnemployed, 400 working broken
time; moulders 154 members, five unem-
ployed, 112 working broken time, and so
on with the Amalgamated Society of En-
gineers, the plasterers, tinsmiths, Perth
lumpers, bookbinders, masons, and the
baking trade. The horse-drivers have
500 members, 23 uwnemployed, and 100
working broken time. These figures have
been carefully eompiled, and do not in-
clude Fremantle or Midland Junetion.
Out of a total membership of 4,523 the
unemployed total 1,491, and those work-
ing part time total 1,573. Working it
out on a percentage basis, roughly one-
third of the memhers are employed full
time, one-third are working broken time,
and one-third are unemploved. Thus the
position is even more serious than the
statistics of the Labour Bureau show.

[COUNCIL.]

The men concerned have been working
in recognised trades in the metropolitan
area for some time, and are well known
to the officidls.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Do you incude
those working 44 hours a week?

Hon. H, MILLINGTON: Those in
Lhe metropolitan area only would be in-
claded among the men working part
time. The union seeretaries, who com-
piled these figures, are the men who sup-
ply the information regarding industrial
matters to the Commonwealth Statisti-
cian, If the position is not sufficiently
serious to make members realise the ur-
gency of this measure, I am at a loss to
know what would impress them,  Sir
Edward Wittencom last week referred to
the position of Millars’. I presume he
was not attempting to bluff the Govern-
ment, and we may conclude from his re-
marks that there is a possibility of a very
large number of Millars’ employees being
thrown out of work. The (fovernment
already have absorbed a great number of
men who were put off by various timber
companies. Mr. Colebateh eriticised the
Government for employing these men on
what he considered was not directly re-
productive work. The hon, member said
it was not a good business proposition
to employ these men on sleeper ecutting,
as sleepers were at present unmarketable.
We have to remember that the Govern-
ment had the responsibility of finding
work for the men put off by private em-
ployers, and natorally provided such
work as was available. Whether or not
this was justified from the purely finan-
cial standpoint it was absolutely justi-
fied, so far as the Government were con-
cerned, considering the position they
were in and the responsibilities placed
upon them. I have noticed that many
hon. members who have severely eriti-
cised the Government for mismanage-
ment in their conduct of the affairs of the
State, also insist that a certain amount
of responsibiliy rests upon the Govern-
ment to find employment for those whose
services have been dispensed with by pri-
vate firms. Sir Edward Wittenoom made
this very clear the other evening so far
as private employers are concerned, that
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if they give, say, 14s. a day for a labourer
they expect to make a liftle profit on
the deal. Hon. members who take that
view, while insisting that the Government
should properly conduct the affairs of the
State and on business lines, also insist
that it is their duty to find employment
for those out of work, and, if they can-
not do that, to find sustenance for those
unfortunate persons. They all insist that
the responsibility is on the Government
and that the Government have to aceept
that responsibility, And whatever Gov-
erment are in power I maintain that
that responsibility rests upon them., So
far as the (Government are concerned, I
believe they are quite prepared to shoul-
der these obligations, but are also, in my
opinion, quite justified in stating upon
what terms they are prepared to do so,
We have repeatedly asked those who ob-
Jeet to the taxation proposals to advance
soine alternative scheme, but up to date
not one suggestion has been brought for-
ward whieh would meet the present diffi-
culty. Hon. members are perfectly well
aware that they have been unable to pro-
pose any scheme which would in any way
deal with the present position of affairs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter; What is wanted is
economic administration,

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: There is a
continnal ery about economic adminis-
tration. The Government bave been prac-
ticing economy for many months in every
possible way. Furthermore, if it comes
to still further retrenchment, the position
will probably not be improved by those
whom we hold responsible, not only to
see that present employees are kept in
work, but to absorb all those who are put
off by private individuals, Right through-*
out the piece the Government have en-
deavoured, with the liberal means at their
disposal, to condunet the affairs of the
country as economically as possible.

Hon. W. Kingsmill: But they have
had no luck,

Hon. H. MILLINGTOXN: There are
mermbers who call out for economy. The
hon., Sir Bdward Wittenoom, for in-
stance, comes along with a.counterclaim,
which is about the coolest proposal
which I have ever heard brought before
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the Honse, on hehalf of Millars' com-
pany, which has declared large dividends
in the past, and which is supposed to

conduct _its business on most improved
lines. This hon. member knows perfectly
well the condition of the finances of the
country, and the position of the railways
at the present time, and yet he coolly
suggesls certain rebates on the railways
in regard lo the carriage of timber, ete.,
and also suggests that the men should
agree to take less wages, to such an ex-
tent that it will make a difference of 20s.
a Joad on the timber produced by the
company. When we find an hon. mem-
ber ecoming along with a proposal for a
eoncessiopn which would be absolutely
ridiculous in normal times, and telling
the Government they ought to economise,
naturally we are not going to take such
criticism very seriously. I want to see a
little more consistency displayed before
I am going {o accept eriticism or advice
from this source. In order to show thor-
oughly how necessary the measure is, it
will be necessary to go into the finances
of the State, but this question I am go-
ing to leave to the leader of the House.
Tt is certainly necessary that the position
should be explained to a certain extent,
and that the Government should say for
what purposes they require this money.
Hon. members have had certain informa-
tion supplied to them, but it is only right
in matters of this deseription that a de-
finite prononncement should be made by
the responsible Minister. What T have
endeavoured to show is that in addition
to the unemployment which undoubtedly
exists in the metropolitan area, unem-
ployment exists also in the farming dis-
triets, and even, I regret to say, upon
the goldfields, despite the two or three
positions which hon. members allege are
at present open on some farms through-
out the State. The State is in a most
unfortunate position, and there never
was & time in the history of West-
ern Australia when there was so much
unemployment as there is to-day. From
what we ean judge the position is likely
to become even more acuie. YWe presume
that the Parliament of this State will
shortly go into recess, and the Govern-
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ment will then be faced with the obliga-
tion of providing, not ounly for these who
are unemployed now, but for those who
sndonbtedly will be put off in the near
future, Fverything points to the pesition
becoming worse.

Hon. D. &. Gawler: I suppose many
men would be able to get employment if
they were allowed to take less than the
ruling rate of wage.

Hon. H, MILLINGTON: That is one
of the alternatives T hope to deal with
later on, T am well aware that many
hon, members consider that a way out of
the diffieulty is to reduce wages. In re-
gard to the equity of the present taxa-
tion, I know that no taxation proposal
will meet with the approval of the people
of the State, No such proposal is going
to Le popular. It is all very well for
those who can afford to do so to take the
view at the present fime that taxation is
not warranted, and to set up the posi-
tion that it is unfair to tax one seetion
of the community for the benefit of an-
other section. The argnments used in
conhection with the taxation proposals
now before the House can be unsed in
conneetion with any taxation that was
ever proposed or introduced. We have
heard the hon. Mr. Sanderson speak up-
on the incidence of taxation, and from
what T could gather he was prepared to
show that no taxation whatever would be
equifable. As mentioned by the hon. Mr.
Kirwan, if we waited until we bad a tax
which was absolutely satisfactory and
equitable we would never introduce {axa-
tion at all. There is no taxation upon
any statule-book in the world in which
there are pot glaring anomalies, If the
schedule atfached te this Bill contains
anything to which hon. members take
serious exception, if they can show that
the incidence can be altered this can be
done in Committee, but at the same time,
I do not see that they have particularly
attacked that portion of the Bill. At a
time like this, we know it is necessary
to tax only those who are able to bear
the taxation., Despite what the hon. Mr.
(Colebateh has said with regard to the
form which be prepared showing how
it will affect the farmer, the fact remains
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that, after allowing for reduections, a
man is taxed on bis income, and the man
who has any income, as set out in the
schedule, can well afford to pay the taxa-
tion provided for,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: It may only be a
paper income.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The hon,
Mr. Colebaich certainly was not refer-
ring lo a.paper income. He was refer-
ring lo {be actual amount ecollected on
every income of £700, and he almost
shed tears because the man with an in-
come of that amount would have to pay
n fax.

Hon. D. G, Gawler: ITe would have to
ray his debts first,

Hon, H. MILLINGTON: The hon.
member is not objecting to the Bill be-
cause of the view that men would have
to pay on incomes which only appeared
on paper. If that was the only reason he
conld have said so. Tf he could have
shown that there was any anomaly with
regard to this he had an opportunity of
pointing it out and suggesting a remedy.
Hon. members who have objected to the
tax have taken up the position that the

* Government do not require the money,

and that they are not prepared to eu-
trust them with it. They are, however,
prepared to entrust them with the res-
ronsibility of dealing with the guestion.
They are not going to remove the respon-
sibility from the shoulders of the Gov- -
ernment in regard to unemployment ex-
isting to-day, but bave resolved to hold
them responsible for what happens in
the futare. 1 am positive that the very
ones who oppose this taxation will, right
through the year, hold the Government
responsible for those whom it is not
deemed possible by private employers to
employ. If people are going to hold the
Government responsible, and the whole
country appears inelined to do so, then
they must give the Government the means
of providing for unemployment, the
means set out in the taxation proposal.
Mr. Colebatch econdemns the principle of
the Bill and_contends that it was
conceived in a purely party spiril.
After making this statement the hon.
member did not proceéd to show
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that the principle of the Bill was
wrong, that it was inequitable. TVhat
be set out to do was io show o his own
satisfaction that the Government did not
conduct the affairs of the State according
o his way of thinking, and that they had
refused to reduce wages and done many
other things which he thought they should
not have done. He, therefore, was not
going to allow the nex taxzation to be im-
posed. The hon. member entirely failed
to show that the incidence of this taxa-
tion proposal was unjust and that it
wonld bear unduly hard on any one see-
tion of the community. I contend, there-
fore, that he did not make out a ecase,
so far as showing that the Bill was wrong
in principle. In reply to an interjec-
tion he stated that taxzation was payment
for serviees rendered. That is exaectly
the position, and exactly the trouble so
far as Western Australian is concerned.
I maintain that the experience of the last
12 years shows distinetly that in normal
times people bave not been paying suffi-
ciently for what they have received from
the Government, Mr Colebateh has ad-
mitted for onece that we have had ome
fairly good season in the last four years.
Is it to be supposed that at a time like
this the affairs of the State can be car-
ried on if the Government are not receiv-
ing a fair return for what they are giving
to the people?

Hon. W, Patrick: Give an instance of
unfair returns.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: The Govern-
ment are not receiving fair returns from
the railways, for a start.

Hon. W. Patrick: Rubbish.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The hon.
member ought to be a pretty good judge
of that commodity, judging by the mater-
ial he deals out.

Hon. W. Patrick: What you have said
is ruhbish, at any rate.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: It tends tfo
make me more inclined to think what
T say is right, when I hear the hon. mem-
ber oppose it, In connection with many
other services in this State, the taxation
certainly is noi adequafe; and the whole
of the revenne returns go to support that
view. Naturally, in such cireumstances
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as these we feel the inadequacy of the re-
terns for State services more than we

feel il under normal conditions, At the
present juncture the Government, as 1
peinted out previously, in addition to
carrying on the ordinary functions of
the State have to provide for unem-
ployed; and they are called upon to per-
form this double task at a time when it
is most difficult to finanee two such pro-
positions, As the Pretnier and his Min-
isters have stated, there is any amount of
work to be done in this Siate—useful
work, and work which will eventually
Jjustify its doing. The trouble, of course
—and they make no seeret of it—at the
present time is that they should have ad-
ditional finances to carry out the works I
have indicsted,” An  hon. member has
stated that there is plenty of work avail-
able for single men. If that is so, then
1 am satisfied we have the wrong men
in the Labour Bureau; for I am able to
state that there are numbers of men, not
only in the metropolitan area, but also
in the country districts, and especially
in the timber areas, quite prepared to
aceepi any kind of work in return for
fair remuneration. The suggestion, pnt
forward by Mr. Jenkins, of sending all
single men to the war, also appears to
e to be a pretty cool proposition. The
hon. member desires that the single men
who are unfortunate enough to be out of
work should, whether snitable for mili-
tary service or unsuitable, go lo the war
and the hon. member is prepared to as-
sist them to the extent of three cheers.
The suggestion may be very well if the
hon. member thinks it offers a way out
of the diffienlty. Personally, I constder
it only amounts to a begging of the gues-
tion; and the question is one that we have
to deal with from the broad standpoint of
providing for all who are out of employ-
ment and willing to work. 1 have ob-
served that, apart from the general ten-
dency to make venomous attacks upon the
-Government of the day, an attack has
also been made by Mr. Colebatch, and I
believe by Mr. Gawler, on the unionists
of this State. Mr. Colebatch referved to
the unionism obtaining in this State as
almost a scandal, Mr. Gawler made a
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rambling statement about what took place
at & union meeting and what took place
at an unemployed meeting, and wound up
by reading something emanating from the
Chamber of Mines.

on. D. G. Gawler: If it was rambling,
il was, at any rate, pretty true.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: It may have
been, 1t was very difficult to gather
what the hon. member was driving at.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: It was true.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: The position
stands thus. Up till now the Government
have rendered ceriain assistance to those
in need of it, to those in distressed cir-
cumstances by reason of unemployment
and from other causes; and I ask any
hon, member of this Chamber to assert
that any distinetion whatever has been
made as regards individuals who have re-
ceived State assistance. I am confident
that all in distress have received assist-
ance from the State withont any ques-
tions being asked.

Hon. C. Somers: So they ought.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: Then is it
not Teasonable to suppose that when it
comes to giving employment to the work-
less—probably the very same men who
are at present receiving State assistance
—the Government will egnally refrain
from making any distinction? No indica-
tion whatever has been given that any
such distinetion as suggested by certain
hon. members will be made by the Gov-
ernment, Neither the Premier nor any
other responsible member of the Govern-
ment has indicated that when relief
work is available for fhe unemployed,
unionists alone are going to be employed.
In disproof of what certain hon. mem-
bers have said, I will give an illustration
of what is aetually taking place to-day in
this respeet, On the trans-Auvstralian rail-
way there is to be found the largest per-
cenlage, I believe, of unionists employed
on any work in Australia. I have not the
latest figures, but I can state that prae-

tically the whole of the men employed on

the Kalgoorlie base, numhering 500 or
G600, are members of unions. It is easy
for hon. members to see that in the case of
such a work unionists ean do praectically
as they please, if they choose to pui the
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serew on. And still the faet remains that
any man, whether he does or does not
belong to a union, can go on that work
and start.

Hon. C. Sommers: But how long does
he stay there?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: That is not
the point. The point is that any man
¢an go on that work and get a start, irre-
spective of whether or notl he is a umon-
ist. It the unionists of this State in-
iended te block a man from obtaining
work because of his not being a member
of the union—which, probably, would
mean that he had not the money to join
8 vnion—then there would be some rea-
son in the contention of hon. members
opposing this measure. However, the
faet remains that where unionism is
strongest the unionists bave made mno
attempt to put down their foot as those
bon. members have suggested, The fact
remains that there unionists are at all
times prepared fo receive any man and
to allow him an equal opportunity,
whether he is a unionist or a non-unionist,

Hon. C. Semmers: But he is not
allowed to keep his work.

Hon. M. MILLINGTON: Another
vrroheons statement has been made n this
connection, The matter is not one which,
so far as I see, affeets this Bill; but as
you, Mr. President, have allowed an at-
tack to be made on unionism, and on the
meihods of business adopted by the union-
ists in union affairs, I presnme it is with-
in my provinee to correet a misstatement
on that subjeet. The misstatement was
that every man who joins a union is ¢com-
pelled by the rules of the Australian
Labonr Federation to contribute to the
politieal funds of the Labour party in this
State, That statement is absolutely incor-
rect, and I wish to inform hon, members
that the Labour organisation of this
State is so constiiuted that the unions
themselves are kept utterly apart from
the political movement. Al] that union-
ists pay townrds the political fund, they
pay voluntarily. It is only a matler of
1s. 6d. per annum, and the rules of almost
every umion contain a proviso exempting
any member who desires to be exempted,
from the payment of that contribution of
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1s, 6d. per annum, Indeed, many meun
have been unionists for years without
paying that contribution. No unionist is
under any obligation to pay it unless he
chooses. ‘rherefore it is an entirely er-
roneous allegation to say that in the
first place the Labour party are going
to compel wen to join unions and then
compel them to eontribute to the political
funds of the Labour party, That allega-
tion does the Lahour organisation of this
State an injustice. Sir Edward Witten-
oom has said that he would be quite satis-
fied if the proceeds from this propesed
taxation were to be used to put the finan-
ces in order. We all know that the hon.
member has the reputation of hbeing a
humorist; and the statement I have
quoted certainly appears to me to be
a humorous effort, eonsidered in the light
of the arguments used by Sir Edward
Wittenoom, among several hon, members,
when the Income Tax War Emergency
Bill was under disenssion. It was the hon.
Mr. Holmes, I believe, who, designated
that Bill “the deficit liquidation Bill.”
Mr. Holmes was quite satisfied that the
sole purpose of that measure was to im-
pose taxation for the purpose of liguid-
ating the defieit. But on this oceasion,
when the Government bring forward a
definite proposal for the raising of woney
to be paid into one specified fund and
used for specified purposes—and there is
no doubt that the need for the money is
felt now, and will be more keenly felt in
the very near future—we find Mr. Holmes
and the hon, members sharing his view
taking the very opposite stand. On the
previous occasion, their objestion to the
Government’s taxation proposal was that
they considered it a wrong method to
adopt of squaring the finapnces. On the
present oceasion, although the proceeds
of the taxation are to be kept separate,
and although every penny raised under
this measure will have to ‘be accounted
for as set forth in the schedule to
the Bill, they still object, and on that
very ground, There was also an aitempt
by some hon, member-—I believe it was
Sir Edward Wittenoom—ie prove that
only those who paid taxes direeily into
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the Treasury were of any use to the
State. Suech assertions are frequently
heard from purse-proud individuals, I
vefer to such phrases as “the flotsam and
jetsam,” and ‘“the man without a stake
in the country.” The man without a
stake in the country, we are told, is of
no concern and of no benefit to the State.
Having been on the Eastern goldfields as
far back as 20 years ago, I remember
there were on those goldfields many of
the flotsam and jetsam, many a man who
had not a stake in the country. I remem-
ber also that there were not many of the
long-tailed, bell-toppered pgentlemen to
be seen on the goldfields in those days.
They came along afterwards. It was the
flotsam and jetsam in those days that
opened up this country. It was men
without a stake in the country who were
responsible for the development of 'West-
ern Ausiralia. The gentlemen who are
prepared to sneer at the man without a
stake in the country nevertheless thought
the flotsam and jetsam good enough to
develop this great Siate. Those now
willing to batten on the pioneers, willing
to derive their sustenance from the
pioneers at this day, those who were quite
willing to leave the pioneering work to be
done by the flolsam and jetsam, now
sneer at those pioneers. I cannot but
fee! and speak warmly on this subject.
I wish on the present oceasion to enter a
protest against the assertion, continually
made, that only the property holder, only
the man with sufficient property lo en-
title him to have a vote for this branch
of the Legislature, is worthy of eonsider-
ation. Hon. members, of course, are
quite at liberty to play to the gallery, if
they think fit to do so; but the faet re-
mains that the man whom they consider
to be not a taxpayer merely because he
is not a direct {axpayer, yet is indirectly
paying taxation for those who pay it

-directly. 'In any case, whether a man

pays taxes directly or indirectly, the
fact remains that every citizen of this
State is of value to the State; and no
mathematical caleulation such as was in-
dulged in by Sir Edward Wittenocom can
alter that position. Next, with regard to
some of the alternatives submitted, It
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is most remarkable, but Mr. Colebatch
actvally suggested that the defieit should
be allowed to continue to pile up., An-

other of Mr. Colebateh’s alternatives was
that men should be induced to work for
lower wages—and all would be well. Mr.
Colebatch and those who share his views
admit the position, and these are their
alternatives to the taxation proposed by
this measure. Affer all their argument
about the waste of money, and the man-
ner in which the affairs of the State bave
been carried on, deep down in their
hearts they know that the position is
serions and they come along with an al-
ternative, and such an alternative. T re-
member on various occasions, especially
at election time, having heard that the
brains of the Legislature were wrapped
up in the Liberal party. Ii is diffieult for
me to believe that an unbiassed provi-
dence should have given preference to
Liberals in this respeet. I find now that
certain members of the Country party
also elaim that they have a monopoly of
brains, If that is so, I must say that so
far as the alternative propositions show,
those pgentlemen are very close with
them, and they are not giving the coun-
try much advantage of the marvellous
brain power they have advertised they
possess. I like to see the man who talks
s0 much about brains give an indication
of the possession of them. It is not
enough for a man to pat himself on the
back and say, I have done so and so, and
I bave lifted myself te a certain posi-
tion which indiecates a preponderance of
ability; he has to give some indication of
it so that other people may reeognise
whether he really does possess brains or
not, Mr, Colebatch, with bis magnificent
intellect, can only suggest two things.
One is that the country should be al-
lowed to slide and get into a worse posi-
tion, and the other that those who have
ecommodities to sell, namely their work,
should take less for it than its value, Mr.
Colebatch too, is the very man who on all
ocecasions when anything has to be sold so
far as the farmers are concerned, insists
that they shall get the full market value.
The next minute he turns on the work-
man who has only one commodity and

‘this Bill,
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says that he shall take for that com-
modily less than its value. Mr. Jenkins’
advice is “Go to the war, young man.”
Hon. A. G. Jenkins: TIs that not am
honour and a privilege? I suppose you
think they ought to get well paid for it.

Hon. H. MILLINGTON. I hope the
advice of the hon. member will be taken
and that the unemploved will be as seri-
ous in taking it as he is in giving it. Mr.
Sanderson has a suggestion which I
rather favour—unification. I had ideas
in that direction some time age. After
seeing the manner in which legislation is
conducted in this State it makes a good
many of us feel that our only hope lies
in the Federal (Rovernment. The Fed-
eral Parliament is eonslituted on an adult
franchise where & man is a man, and
every individual has a vote. Naturally,
therefore, we look with a’little hope to
the Federal Parliament to give us a mea-
sure of justice. As usual, Mr. Sanderson
is fairly logical and he says that although
at the present time this House has the
power to dictate the financial policy of
the Government, it cannot always be so,
and we arc gradually being plaeed in an
impossible position. As to Mr. Gawler,
we expected something from him. He
took some trouble to acquaint us fully
with the situation, and we thought that
with his legal mind, and after the man-
ner in which he referred to the conduct
of unions—and hy the way he forgot to
tell us abont his own pet union—we
thought he would be in a position to give
ue something worth while. He made a
rambling stalement about something he
read in a newspaper and something he
heard on-+the Esplanade, with which he
did not agree, and then he read a letter
from the Chamber of Mines, a body
which is not affected to a great extent by
After he read the letter he sat
down. His alternative is, “We extend to
the nnemployed our sincere sympathy,”
I can assure the hon. member that the
unemployed do not want his sympathy
and they are very doubtful about his sin-
cerity, The unemployed ask for work,
and the hon., member says they have his
sincere sympathy, TUnder these circum-
stances must they not doubt his sin-
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cerity? They do not want to have any-
thing to do with a man who makes such
a statement abont them and who has Te-
ferred to them as men not wortby of eon-
sideration to any great extent.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: Who referred io
them as such?

Hon. H. MILLINGTON: And he
said if they were men who really wanted
work they could get it, T am glad the
hon, member has the grace to be ashamed
of what he said.

Hon. D. G. Gawler: On a point of
order; may I ask whether the hon. mem-
ber is attributing those statements to me.

The PRESIDENT: That is not a
point of order.

Hon. I. G. Gawler: If the hon, mem-
ber is attributing them to me, he is mak-
ing a mis-statement.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
will, no doubt, withdraw the remarks.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: What state-
ment does the hon. member object to?

Hon. . G. Gawler: The hon. mem-
ber made so many buat one in particular
was that he said T had declared the un-
emploved were unworthy of eonsidera-
tion. T made no such statement.

Hon, H, MILLINGTON: The hon.
member said a section of them.

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Millington
had better proceed with his speech.

¥lon. H. MILLINGTON: I have said
sufficient from my peint of view to show
that the measure before ns has been ren-
dered necessary on aceount of the ex-
ceptional eircumstances with which we are
faced, also on aceount of the fact that
everything in the future points to one
conelusion, and it is that things will be
considerably worse before they improve.
The responsibility of meeting the speeial
rositten rests with the Government, and
realising this we are doing the best to
make the necessary provision. If this
Chamber refuses the Government the as-
sistance sought in regard fto collecting
additional revenune, the responsibility
must rest upon members here. Some
hon. members, I presume, do not partien-
larly mind having the responsibility
placed upon them, but the fact remains
that if they are prepared to adopt an
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honourable course now they will not at-
tempt to guibble in the future. It youst
be maintained that the Goveroment are
honestly endeavouring to meet the posi-
tion. I do not think I need go any fur-
ther. At the same time, although hon.
members appear to bave made up their
minds that this Bill is not to go through,
I am rather pleased to have bad the op-
portunity of telling some of them what T
think of them.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL (Metropolitan-
Subarban) [8.53]: It is my intention to
observe a course which I suppose will be
taken by most hon. members who speak
at this stage of the debate, that is, to
keep my remarks within ag brief a com-
pass as possible, I hdve two reasons for
doing this, firstly, because this House and
another place are somewbat anxiously
waiting for the division to take place, and
secondly, because so many weighty rea-
sons have already been advanced against
the passing of this measure, that it falls
io the lot of few hon. members to advance
any more. Those defending tbe Bill take
up the stand that the reasons which have
been advanced against the passing of it
are unworthy, I want to make my
reasons fairly plain,, I feel that, judg-
ing from the past performances of the
Government, and judging from the pre-
sent attitude which they take up, T
would not be justified either per-
sonally or on behalf of my electors to
supply the Government with any more
money to waste. That, I think, is a per-
fectly legitirnate reason, and it is one
which, at all events, appeals to me, even
toe the dwarfing of other reasons, and
there are many others which might be
given if time permitted. If the Govern-
ment showed an inclination to help them-
selves out of the difficulty, then they
might reasonably expect this Honse to
come to their assistance. There are, and
the Government, in the bottom of their
Learts know it, exerescences on the com-
mereial life in the State which the Gov-
erhment should make an endeavour to
lop off or amputate. I refer to the State
enterprises. The Government must rea-
lise by this time that these exerescences
are sapping the commercial life of the
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community, and nothing is being doane to
put an ‘end to them. If the Government
came down and said “We want extra
jaoney, and (o justify usin obtaining that
money we are willing to, at all events,
give some little respect to your opinions;
we are willing to cease wasiing money on
what are after all nothing but fads of
socialists”; ifi they were willing to do

that, my attitude towards this Bill would

be altogether different. When they show,
on, the other hand, the utypost unwilling-
ness to follow that course, and when they
state openly that it is not their intention
to endeavour to mend iheir ways, which
they must know are wrong, I am not wil-
ling to give them more mioney to waste,
or help to do so. Just to show that ithe
Government were not endeavouring to
help themselves, I will give one instance.
During last session the leader of the
House, in controverting as he claimed he
was doing, some statements bof mine in
regard to State steamlers, admitted that
the “Western Australia” was obviously
unfitted for the trade in which she was
engaged, I entreated him to save £12,000
or £14000 per annum by passing

the steamer on to the Imperial
Government, and as an alternative
I soggesied thal she should be
taken outside Rottnest and sunk. Tn

either case the State would have saved
£12,000 a year. The hon. gentleman said
“No, I will not take either course, but the
Government are considering a proposal o
exchange this steamer for another one
more suitable” Has any effort been made
in this direction? If so; bas finality been
reached, and if not, why not? The
Governmeni could give us valuable in-
formation which might indnce hon. mem-
bers to change their attitnde towards this
Bill. Take the State brickworks. They
are, 1 believe, a monument of imbeecility,
although perbaps that is not quite right.
I should say, a meonument of extrava-
gance, which the Government, T maintain,
can {never make pay.. But there is a
way out of the difficulty which the Gov-
ernment might take. If the Government
said “We bave erected at enormous ex-
pense and in & very long time State
brickworks which are capable of turning
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out a certain number of bricks per week ;"
—the late member for Kalgeorlie in the
Assembly put down the profit at 13 mil-
lion pounds per annum—“We will not
run those brickworks ourselves, but will
invite tenders for their leasing,” I ven-
ture to say they would get a very much
better retnrn from the proposition than
by running the works themselves. Again,
why cannot the Premier be guided by
the example of other States which, in
some cases, are almost in a worse com-
merecial position than is our own State.
The Government of South Australia, and,
I think of New South Wales, realise that
flor two reasons the wrong time to tax
a man is when he has nothing. It is ob-
vious that at such ja time a tax must be
grievous to the man and unproductive to
the Government. The Governments I re-
fer to have[said to the people of their
respective States, “When better times
come, as they must come, ther you will
be expected to contribute out of your
wealth to the making :good of the defi-
ciency which has accumulated during
your poverty.”

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: This Bill will not
tax the man who has nothing.

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: No; but L
would like to point out to the hon. mem-
ber, if it is necessary-—which I doubt—
that the people who have money at pre-
sent are nothing in number compared
with the people wha will have money in
the future. The scope for taxa-
tion will undoubtedly bhe wvery
much wider in a year's time than
it is at present, and that will be the
time to introduee ‘taxation for the
purpose of reinstating the State in the
position from which she should never
have fallen. The Government have al-
ready taken steps in some particulars to
set themselves right, if only in a minor
degree. I understand from observations
made, and not contradicted, that it is the
purpose of the Government to drop the
Reclassifieation of Lands Bill. With the
dropping of that Bill, and the beantiful
facilities for putting on the serew afforded
by the Industries Assistance Bill, the
Government will be able to colleet from
the farmers a very mueh higher propor-
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tion of rénts thun they would hidve gat
if the Reclassification of Lands Bill had
gone through, The effect will be the fur-
ther bleeding of & class already suffer-
ing almost to the point of death at the
hands of the Government. With regard
to the proposed tax on amusements, T
SUppose Amusements may be divided into
two classes, namely, those which are pro-
fit-making, and those which are not, and
which are run for the purpose of sport.
There are many profit-making amnse-
menis in our midst. There are, of course,
theatrical entertainments, which are run,
not for the good of the health of the im-
pressario, but for the unashamed making
of money. Then there is horse-racing,
which T presume I am right in classing as
a sport, althongh nowadays it seems to be
rather more of an industry, If it is an
industry then it is undoubtedly a fit and
propeér subject for taxation. I remember
the attitude the Government took iip when
first they came into power, the mental
horror with which they held up their
metaphorical bands at the extent of the
horse-racing going on in the State. They
piously declared that the first thing they
were going to do was to introdnce a Bill
to regulate horse-racing, 1 do not know
how it was that they fell from grace; I
think perhaps some of the racing clubs
and associations began to make what the
Americans called a fuss, of the members
of the Government, and in consequence
Ministers felt their good resolutions slip-
ping from them, At all events, in view
of this proposed tax, they must be rather
glad that the slipping took place, because
a very much wider field of taxation is
presented to them to-day than they would
have had if they had cut down racing, as
they should have dope. Instead of tax-
ing racing in the manner suggested by
the Bill, wonld it not be a good thing for
the Government to increase the totalisator
tax? They receive a fair amount per an-
num now from that tax, and if they made
the tax greater—I do not say they should
ask the racing clubs to pay the extra
money required, but the people who go
racing would not miss another 6d. in
the £1 of the dividends they collect from
the totalisator—they would collect & sum
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which, with the extta tmoint they will be
able to serew out of the farmers by the
dropping of the Reclassifieation of Lands
Rill, and the further amount they will be
able to serew out of the same farmers by
the judicious applieation of the Assist-
ance to Induostries Bill, would go a very
long way towards meeting the loss of the
money thay have neveér had, but which
they will lose if the Bill does not pass
the second reading. I am very soity to
see that among the amusements they pro-
pose to tax are some of the pure sporis
of Western Australia. We have not
wany such sports left into which the
canker of gambling has not yet eaten its
way; but there are still some, and I am
sorry to see the Government are prepared
to tax those sports ont of their very exis-
tence, T am sorry to gee in the schedule
of the Bill—not because I fear a schedule
which will never come into operation, but
beeause it Teveals the spirit of the Gov-
ernment—snch sports as tennis and
cricket; foothall I will say nothing about,
for fear of wounding the tender suseepti-
bilities of the Premier. Tt is a won-
der fo me also that with the commereial
minds the Government have, they have
not, long ere this, stopped the immense
amount of money going out of the State
to Tasmania for what T understand is
known as Tatts. It is a wonder that be-
fore this they have not started a State
lottery. Let me say in passing I would
not suggest this to any Government but
the present; but, seeing that they bhave
snch keen commereial instinets and are so
very much wrapped up in State enter-
prises, let me commend to them the sug-
gestion that they should start State lot-
teries. It is an eminently sunitable enter-
prise for them to engage in.

Hon. J. Cornell: You will have the
wowsers after you.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: The Govern-
ment, I believe, stand so very strong with
the wowsers that nothing they could de
or say would offend those gentlemen.
Let me allay the fears of my dear friend,
Mr. Sanderson, who bhad considerable
trepidation about voting against the
second reading on account of the consti-
{utional aspect of such action. I do mot
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think he need be frightened in that
respect. There is an old axiom which ob-
tains throughout politieal life the world
over, namely, thai there should be no tax-
ation without representation. After all,
it must be remembered that in respect
lo taxation it is the electors of {his House,
those men to whom we are responsible,
who will pay, T suppose, 95 per cent. of
the tax. If this is so, it is only fair that
this House should have the last say, and
if necessary, the most important say, on
the subject of taxation, There are two
chief elements in finance, namely that of
getting and  that of spending money.
The Government have undoubtedly proved
themselves among the greatest adepts in
the elenient of spending which this or
any otber country has ever seen, but their
way of getting money leaves a good deal
to be desired. If 95 per cent. of the
money raised by direet taxation is to be
got from the electors of this Chamber,
then this Chamber should undoubtedly
have a good deal to say as to how that
money is to be raised. Mr. Millington
objects to anybody offering sympathy to
the unemployed. I will not offer them
sympathy on account of their position,
but I do sincerely sympathise with them
on the score that they have been most
grievously misled in regard to the Bill.
The Bill, if passed, would be of no more
nse to the unemployed than it will be if
it remains the scrap of paper it is at
present.

Hon. H. Millington: You are afraid
to fry it.

Hon, W. KINGSMILL: Ne, but T do
not see the utility of trying an expedient
which I know is futile in the extreme. We
know that no money can eventuate from
the Bill for at least six months; that being
s0, how in the name of reason is it going
to benefit the men who, unfortunately,
want the money at once? I am not going
to dispute the gravity of the situation in
regard to the nnemployed. It is only to
he expected that we should have unem-
ployed. TIf hon. members will read the
statisties of Australia and of other coun-
tries, they will be foreed to the coneclusion
that in any couniry where commercial
activities of a private nature are
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paralysed by the operation of a Gov-
ernment which terrorises those private
activities, either by fear of unfair
competition or of undue taxation,
then unemployment must arise, It is
a faet that unemployment is greater in
every country whieh possesses a Labour
Government; and so far as T can see it
must always be so while Labour Gover-
ments hold the two rods of undue taxa-
tion and unfair eompetition over privale
enterprise, whieh, after all, must in any
commerecial country be the main factor of
employment. If the Government do ser-
iously tackle this unemployment question,
if they put into effect the Loan Bill and
the Loan Estimates, if they start those
enterprises they say they are about to
start, enterprises which are not trading
coneerns—Fortunately they seem to have
run their limit in the matter of trading
coneerns

The Colonial Secretary: What about
the freezing works at Wyndham?

Hon. W. KINGSMILL: I hope thar
is a publiec utility. T do not think youn
are there entering into ecompetition with
private people. If the hon. gentleman is,
1 misunderstand the object of those freez-
ing works, The freezing works at Wynd-
ham, if they are to be erected, will be
more in the nature of a public utility
than of a State enterprise. T maintain
that under the Loan Estimates which we
shall presently be asked to hurriedly
consider, plenly of employvment may bhe
found if the Government carry their in-
tentions into effect. Furthermore, I un-
derstand from public utterances which
have been made that the Premier is satis-
fied he has sufficient money with which
to carry out these works. If this is so,
and a pernsal of the schedule to the Loan
Estimates will satisfy anyone that all the
works likely to be reprodueiive are con-
tained within the four eorners of those
Estimates, this unemployed difficulty
must eome to an end. In spite of what
Mr. Millington has said the unemnloyed
have my sympathy, not so muech on ac-
count of their unemployment, as on
gecount of their being grievously misled
over this Bill. As T understand the Bill
will be futile in its object, and because
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I am not willing personally or on behalf
of the electors T claim to represent, to
entrust the Government who have so
grievously mismanaged the affairs of the
State with more money to waste, and for
other reasons which I do not propuse to
dwell on now, but of which I may have a
good deal to say when the day of reckon-
ing comes, it is my intention fo vote
agaiust the second reading of the Bill.

Hon. W, PATRICK (Central) [9.17]:
The general principles of this Bill have
been debated at very great length, and I
wish merely fo direct attention to one or
two mis-statements which are of such
tremendons importance that they strike
at the very root of the matter now under
eonsideration. Mr. Cornell and Mr. Kir-
wan yesterday stated that the Govern-
ment were eonfronted with a falling rev-
enne. Those hon. gentlemen were en-
tirely incorrect in making that statement.

Hon, J. W. Kirwan: Will the hon.
member read the fignres%

Hon. W. PATRICK: [ intend to do so.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon. mem-
ber is quite wrong.

Hon. W, PATRICK: I shall bave no
diffienlly in proving that the hon. member
made a mis-statement when he said there
was a falling revenue. A small book is-
sued by the Commonwealth, deals with
the revenue of the States, It shows that
the revenne of Western Awustralia in
1912-13 amonnted to £4,597,000, and in
1913-14 to £5,205,000. For the eight
months ended 28th February last, ihe
revenue totalled £3,036975, and for the
corresponding eight months of the previ-
ons financial year the revenue totalled
£3,018,813, or £18,000 less than in the
eight months just ended. These are
official figures and are irrefutable,

Hon, J. W, Kirwan: Read the figures
since the war started.

Hon. W. PATRICK: I have quoted
figures for the period ended a few days
ago.

Hon. J. W. Kirwan: The hon, member
has the wrong figures,

Hon. W. PATRICK: I have quoted
the official figures and they cannoi be
disputed. There is no doubt that the
hon, gentlemen who consiituie the Gov-
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ecrnment have received from year to year
a continually inereasing revenue, but un-
fortunately the expendifture has inereased
at a greater ratio, and the result is the
present finaneial position of affairs. Mr.
Millington spoke about the limited means
at the disposal of the Government. 1In
addition to having a continually increas.
ing revenue, the (Government bave spent
twice as much loan money as any other
Government ever spent in the State, and
o top of that bave piled up a defieit of
over a million sterling.

Hon, H. Millington; What about the in-
terest and sinlding fund they have had to
find?

Hon. W. PATRICK: Other Govern-
ments have had to provide interest and
sinking fund, but these items will eon-
tinue to increase so long as the present
Government continue their present ex-
travagance.

Hon., H. Millington: You anthorise
the loan money which is expended.

Hon. W. PATRICK: This House
eannot refuse to approve of loan expendi-
ture without dislocating the buosiness of
the State, and we are not likely to take
upon ourselves that responsibility when
the Gpvernment are responsible to the
people for it. In spite of the enormous
amounts of revenue and loan money ex-
pended, My, Millington said the Govern-
ment were not Treceiving sufficient and
that the present taxation was nat heavy
enough fo enable them to carry on.

Hon. H. Millingten: Ii cannot he if
we are going into debt.

Hon. W. PATRICK: That is always
the cry of the spendthrift. If an indi-
vidual has an income of £1,000 and ex-
pends £2,000, he soon finds himself in
the Bankruptey Court and the State is
moving rapidly in that direetion. It is
idle for anyone to think we have an un-
limited fund upon which the State can
draw,

Hon. H. Millington: The private in-
dividual ean always go to the Govern-
ment.

Hon, W, PATRICK: The hon. mem-
ber remarked that rates on the railways
were not high enough, and I interjected,
“Rubbish I Perhaps my remark was not
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quite proper, but in the cirenmstances it
was at least appropriate, because I fell
considerably annoyed at the statement.
The railway freights in this State are
higher than in any other part of Aus-
tralin and the hon. member ought to
know it.

Hon. J. Cornell: Passenger fares are
higher in New South Wales than here,

Hon, W. PATRICK: The hon. mem-
ber knows perfectly well that I referred
to freights. They are the important item
from the point of view of railway rev-
enue. If any one takes the trouble to
look through the monthly returns it is
casy to see where the money is going.
We cannot find ont to what extent we
are losing money on special items, but
there are spots here and., there, some
tremendously big, indicating losses of
£10,000, £20,000, £50,000, £80,000 and,
£90,000. In the early part of this ses-
gign, I directed attention to the fact that
the implement works showed an expendi-
ture of £50,000, and that the revenue was
only £40,000. The leader of the House
replied that, as one having some know-
ledge of accountancy, T must realise that
the capital expendiiure was probably the
most important item. I should shy that
this sum represented the whole of the
capital expenditure required in those
works. Up to the 30th June there was a
shortage of £40,000 which may have
been due to capital expenditure, but dur-
ing the eight months which have since
"¢glapsed the revenue from the implement
works has amounted to £38,411 and the
expenditure to £92,571.

The Colonial Secretary: The machi-
nery is sold on the time payment system.

Hon, W. PATRICK: The machinery
sold i= insignificant in relation to the
amount of money expended. I have no
hesitation in saying that the State steam-
ships and State timber mills will not be
in it with these ridiculous implement
works,

The Colonial Secretary: Are the steam-
ships showing 'a deficit on revenue ae-
count

Hon. W. PATRICK: The State had
to find £50,000 for the one concern re-
ferred to in the space of eight months,

[COUNCIL.]

and this couniry cannot afford that sort
of thing. This is one of the large spots
in the monthly returns. If we examine

the whole of these different mad schemes
initiated and earried omt by the present
Government we can easily account for
the greater portion of the enormous de-
ficit which is now resting on the shonl-
ders of the poor people of Western Aus-
tralia whe under this Bill are asked to
provide more money by way of taxation,
as if they are not already sufficiently
burdened. Such an idea as this did not
enter into the calculations of the Govern-
ment at the opening of the present ses-
siocn, Apparently o month ago there was
no such thought in their minds. I do not
say this is a trumped-up agitation, buy
considering the manner in which the Gov-
ernment have run the affairs of the
State, unemploeyment is culy the natural
and certain result of their poliey. I will
give one instance. In the town of Magnet
a few days ago two men asked the rail-
way stationmaster to supply them with
o pass to Perth where they hoped to get
work, The stationmaster pointed out that
there was plenty of work in the ballast
pits and around Magnet. Anyone aec-
quainted with the district knows that men
willing to work can make a fair living
at prospecting. If a wman has not a
show of his ¢wn, he can easily get work
on somebody else's show. The station-
master could not supply a pass, and the
men wired to the Premier who sent up
a pass, and these two men doubtless at
present form portion of the 700 unem-
ployed. One of the greatest evils which
will confront the people of Australia in
the near future is the congestion of
population in the cities and towns. In
Western Australia the population is
diminishing instead of inereasing, Ac-
cording to the Commonwealth figures,
there are 121,000 people in the metro-
politan area alone. Tf we add the popu-
lation of Northam, Geraldton, Bunbary,
Alhany and other towns it will be found
that at least a balf of the population of
this State lives in the towns. This is not
a manufacturing country, and those who
reside in the cities and towns depend on
the primary industries for their food,
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clothing and wages. The greater the
number of people who flock to the City
and who are employed on relief works or
otherwise, the worse it will be for the
State. The object of the Government
should be to provide work outside the
City., They should proceed with the con-
struction of railways for which loan
money is provided. I do not think it is
necessary to say anything turther. T
wish to draw attention to the faet that
the revenue of the State has been going
on inereasing year by year, that more
loan money has been spent by this GQov-
ernment than has been spent by any
previous Government and {bat in addi-
tion tbey have drawn upon the future
to the extent of over a million sterling.
It is unnecessary for me to say any more
than that T am going to vote against the
second reading of the Rill.

Hon. E, M. CLARKE ({South-West)
[9.31]: Although this matter has been
thrashed out at some length, I feel
I cannot give a silent vote upon it.
What I desire to do is to mention
particularly a number of points which
have not heen sufficiently emphasised up
to the present. It is always held that a
person who advoecales some new scheme,
some drastic measure, shonld prove right
up to the hilt the necessity flor it, or the
desirability or urgeney of it. Afier lis-
tening earefully to the debate, although
I have heard some abuse, I have heard
nothing that would justify me in voting
for the measure. The position is praeti-
cally this : the Government eame into
power pledged to non-borrowing except
for reproductive works. To be charit-
abte, we might admit that this means
works which they considered wounld be re-
produetive, and we can give them credit
for that accordingly. They have had a
greater revenue than any other Govern-
ment and have borrowed a greater
amount of money than any previous Gov-
ernment, and yet they come along after
all this and say, “We want this tax,?
which a majority of this House, with the
country at its back, considers is an unjust
and unnoecessary tax. I would not objeet
if I swere sure that the money proposed
to be collected under the Bill would be
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spent judiciously. In the light of pre-
vigus events, however, we have no alter-
native bot to reject the proposal. So long
as the taxpayers ofi the State will find
money this Government will spend it. I
object to the Bill on that account. My
idea js—and I may be old-fashioned—
that thle Government of a State like this,
and at such a critical time in its history,
should be administered by men of excep-
tiomal business eapacity, men who have
bad sound buosiness training and are well
adapted to the duties they will be called
upon to perform. We feel now thaf such
men are required, It was thought we had
them. The community at large thought
we had them. But it is found that, ;not
only can they not run this State, but tbat
they have undertaken a number of State
enterprises which, I say advisedly, have
disorganised the varions businesses in the
country. I need not mention any
of them, because they bhave been so often
mentioned that one becomes tired of the
subjeet. The have fact remains that we
have gone to the bad, and a time has eome
when something most be done. Money
has been recklessly spent, and money has
gone without apparently having been
spent, and has [gone for all time. With
regard to the unemployed guestion, many
schemes have heen propounded for the
relief of the sitwation. I have a notion
that down in the South-West, to say no-
thing of Yandanooka and other eslates
possessed by the Government, there is an
apportunity for assisting the unemployed.
There is, for instance, the Harvey estate,
the northern portion of whiech belongs to
the Government. Hardly a blow has
been struck upon that, although there are
hundreds of acres of good land there.
The blackboys have not been chopped
down and insufficient ringbarking has
done. Anyone who has a praetical know-
ledge of the question knows perfectly
well that one of the first essentials in a
country like that is to ringbark the trees.
Tf this is done the land will earry more
feed, and is more easily cleared after-
wards. My suggestion is not that the
Government should send the unemployed
down there to clear the land at so much
per day, bui that they should send them
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down under such an arrangement that a
man who is willing to work well can epan
15s, or 16s. a day. My suggestion, fur-
ther, is that the Government should
call for applications for the ring-
barkirig of the trees and the chop-
ping down of 1ihe black-boys on
that area at so mueh per aere.
They could then see how many men would
be prepared to take on the work. I
know there are many who are not physic-
ally fit for that class of labour, but I have
yet to learn that out of, say, 300 young
men in need of work, there are pot many
quite sufficiently fit to perform it. I
know something about the work. I would
say to them that I will give them snch a
price that they could earn 15s, a day if
they were willing to do it. I would not
send them down there simply under the
day labour system. We have had ex-
perience of that, and we do not want a
repetition of it. I have all along be-
lieved that the man who does the maxi-
mum amount of work should get the
maximum amount of pay. In every in-
stance I believe that the man who
is willing to strain an exira point
should get paid for so doing. The
hon. Mr. Cornell emphatically states
that an indusiry which will not
pay a good living wage should be
abolished. He is illogical in his altitude,
and T am not with him. I admit that
State enterprises have paid a good, lib-
eral wage, in fact, a splendid wage. We
do not object to that, but at what cost
has Lhis been given? This is the sort of
thing which has brought about the pre-
sent state of affairs, As a keen observer
of things in this State, I say advisedly
that the cost of production is too great in
this State, and the sooner this evil is re-
medied the better., Take the case of the
bricklayers, who the late Minister for
Works (Hon. W. D. Jobnson) admits, so
far as the artisans employed at Midland
Junction are concerned, shounld be laying
800 bricks per day instead of the 300 they
are laying, and for which they are gei-
ting full pay. I would bave every man
paid according to the work he does; then
every man would get what is his just due.
A man with ability will in f{ime beeome
an employer, and we shall then do away
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with a lot of this sort of thing. Many of
the unemployed are, to yoy mind, frauds,
I will not repeat anything that has come
lo re as hearsay, but will simply mention
what absolutely occurred and ecame under
my notice. Not many days after war was
declared 1 was staying in a little publie-
house in the country, Early in the morn-
ing there called upon me a fellow who
was absolutely stranded. He could nol
get away from the place as a eonsequence.
Unfortunately for him he came within a
couple of feet of me and T bad a whiflf
of bim, which showed me what he had
been up to. I suggested to him kindly
that if he could find money to pour
whisky down his throat, he could find
money to get further along the road. 1
do not say that this is a typical case, but
it is a case of the fly in the ointment which
really spoils the lot. 'With ordinary
judgment and ordinary business capaeity
on the part of the Government, this un-
employed trouble shounld not have arisen.
As remarked already, the Government
Lave any amount of money to spend for
the purpose of dealing with this ques-
tion. 1t may he argued that every man
is nol physieally able to chop blackboys
down. But we understand that a pumber
of earpenters are unemployed. There are
iwo road beards in my district, which
have the Collie river running hetween
them. There is an old bridge which has
bheen there sinece the early sixties, but
which has become absolutely unsafe. Let
the Government send the carpenters down
there to rebuild that bridge. The road
hoard cannot afford to do it, and T want
to know who can afford to do so as the
Government have withdrawn the subsi-
dies from these local anthorities, Has
there been any real, genuine, or practical
altempt to stay the drift which has been
going on for these years past? In answer
to that one ecan only hear echo say,
“What have they done? We are satis-
fied that they have not made any sucll
attempt. One is indeed inclined to sing
“Ji’s a long, long way to Tipperary.” We
want to know how long this thing is go-
ing to continue, It is a serious affair. I
want to say in justice to the Government
that they were returned to power
pledged to these socialistie works, that
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they were within their rights in under-
taking them, but that they over-estimated
their capacity as business men. As hon-
est men at the present t{ime they should
not do what has been done hitherto,
namely, withbold from Parliament and
from the country the information which
Parliament and the country are entitled
to have. Itis up to them to let us know
exaelly how things stand. If they do
know how they stand it is for them to
say what they consider is the hest thing
to be done. I want in no uncertain voice
to object to the taxing of a man who does
not know which way to turn to earry on
his business, Such a tax as this, far from
proving of assistance, is going to inten-
sify the question of unemployment at the
present time, I shall oppose the second
reading of the Bill,

Hon. J. DUFFELL (Metropolitan-
Snburban) [9.42]:1I do not intend, after
the remarks which have fallen from the
various speakers during the debate, to
prolong it to any length, I feel it my
fduaty, however, to give reasons why I wish
to oppose the second reading of this Bill.
In doing so I would like to read a letter,
which I received a few days ago on my
return to the State after a brief ab-
sence, and to which I replied, It will
assist me somewhat in confining my re-
marks to one or two particulars, The
letter I refer to came from the Metro-
politan Couneil of the Australian Labour
Federation, and is signed by Alezander
MeCallum, secretary. The letter reads as
follows :—

I am directed by the Metropolitan
Council of the Australian Labour
Federation to respectfully request the
metropolitan Parliamentary represen-
tatives in both Houses to meet the ex-
ecutive commitiee of the Couneil in
order that we may discuss the possi-
bility of us co-operating in assisting
the Government in some move to raise
money in order to relieve the unem-
poyed situation. The council have ex-
pressed the opinion that the best
method of doing this is by graduated
tax on all incomes, but if a better
method could be suggested, I think
they would be prepared to con-
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sider any alternative. In practically
all parts of the British Empire party
polities have been sunk for the time
being, and as the situation locally is so
acute, I trust that the mere fact that yon
adhere to a different party than this
Couneil will not stand in the road of
an endeavour being made to work
jointly in this matter. In order that as
little time as possible should be lost, I
am requesting Mr. Cornolly, M.L.A.,
for the City, to confer with each of
the metropolitan members and if agree-
able arrange time and place for the
suggested meeting,

In acknowledging the receipt of that let-

ter I said,—

No one regrets more than I do that
the necessity exists for finding some
solution of the difficulties the Stafe is
at present suffering from, and I can
assure yon that no one is more
anxious and willing to put aside
all party feeling with the hope of
reaching a satisfactory and sound
basis, As yon say, practically
all parts of the Empire have
already done so; and at the beginning
of the present session I said I was
quite in aecord with the suggestion
then made that we in Western Austra-
lia shonld do the same; and I am glad
to know that your Council are also in
aceord. In wmy opinion, however,
the only way this can be done
with any real hope of snccess is for
the Premier of the State to take mem-
bers of all parties into his confidence
and coovene the necessary meeting.

I have listened with a great amount of
patience to the various remarks offered
by both parties represented in this House;
and 1 eontend, in the spirit of that letter,
that we are wide of the mark when we
aitempt at this time to drag party feeling
into any debate, and especially a debate
which has for its objeect the enabling of
this House duly to consider a Bill de-
signed to tax a certain section of the com-
munity in order to relieve another. As
I have said, I am opposed to the Bill. I
am prepared to state here and now my
reasons for opposing the measure, Those
reasons, I may say, have already been

.
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stated fully by various members; and
therefore I shall be as brief as I possibly
can. We know, as a matter of faect, that

the Government have ways and means of
remedying the present state ¢f unemploy-
ment without resorting to the bringing
down of a Bill for additional taxation.
We know, as a matter of fact, that the
Government have at their disposal two
millions for works whick can be put in
hand, and which in themselves are snffi-
cient to absorb the labour of every un-
employed individual who desires work—
of every such individual, not only in the
metropolitan area, bnt throughount the
length and breadth of the State. Do the
Government desire us to make suggestions
as to works which are needfnl? Then I
have only to point to one of those works
—a work for which, I contend, the people
of the metropolitan area are justly en-
titled to demand eonsideration. I only
wonder why the residents of the metro-
politan area have not, ere this, risen in
indignation to protest against the quality
of the water they are compelled to use
for domestic purposes, especially in the
sumroer months. Every one of us is fully
aware that the temperature of the water
metered out to us through the reticulation
system, for domestic purposes, is such as
to render the water unfit for human eon-
sumption from a hygienic point of view.
When objection has been raised on this
score, the Water Supply Department have
told the public that, although the water is
not what the department would like to
supply, although on its very appearance
the water is mot what people would wish
to take into their systems, yet they, the
department, can assure the public the
water is wholesome notwithstanding. Ap-
parently, the residents of the metropoli-
tan area have .taken that for granted.
Still, T contend unhesitatingly that a new
metropolitan water supply is one of the
works which should be teken in hand, and
which would absorb a large proportion
of the unemployed now begging and
praying for relief. I may say I am fully
convinced that there are in our midst
numbers of men erying in vain for work.
1 am leaving aside anything to which
exception can be taken. I contend that
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there is to<day a large number of
people out of employment who, if
the Government did their duty and
exercised the powers they already have
and used the funds at their disposal,
could be afforded a considerable measure
of relief without the introduction of a
Bill of this nature at all. However, re-
verting to the spirit of the letter which
I sent in reply to the communication of
the secretary of the Australian Labour
Federation, T contend that the present is
not a time when we should chide any
Government on the score of misdoings.
All Governments, no matter of what
political complexion, have at some time
or other made mistakes; and, empbati-
cally, the present is not a fitting oppor-
tunity for crying over spilt milk. We
are face to face with g ecalamity; the
sitnation must be taken in hand; and I
say here and now that it is my intention
to test the genuineness of the Govern-
ment’s desire to relieve distress by in-
forming them, &s I did in that letter, that
I individually—and in this respect I feel
sore I ean speak for many members of
this House—am prepared to sink all
party feeling and meet the Government
with a view to devising ways and means
for overcoming the present diffienlties.

In the circumstances I contend that the °

Government, instead of proceeding with
good feeling to devise relief measures,
have dropped into this Chamber a homb,
which is hound to stir up strife.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
must not impute motives. I think that
remark should be withdrawn,

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Very well, Mr.
President; Y withdraw the remark.

The PRESIDENT: I understood the
hon. member to say that the Government
introduced the Bill for the purpose of
creating strife.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: Perhaps I am
wrong, Sir, and 1 withdraw that observa-
tion; bat the fact remains that we here
are prepared to sink all party feeling
and to meet the Government in confer-
ence, either as a body or by representa-
tives. T have no doubt the Country party
would also be prepared to meet the Gov-
ernment similarly, in an endeavonr fto
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arrive at a solution of existing difficulties.
At all events, such is the spirit with
which I view the present situation. I
shall not enter into the misdeeds of the
Government. 1 do not intend to speak
of the maladministration of the Govern-
ment. T am prepared to leave all that
out of the question, for the time being.
T bave on previous occasions voiced my
opinions in that respect with no uncer-
tamn sound.  Therefore, althongh hon.
wmembers of the Ministerial party have
ndulged in remarks not conducive to the
ereation of a spirit of compromise, T am
even willing to overlook auything of that
nature uttered in the course of this de-
bate. I sincerely hope that hon. members
of this Chamber will vote against the
second reading of the Bill, because the
weasure is unnecessary. As I have
acknowledged, the nnemployed we have
with us; but there are belter ways and
means of dealing with the situation than
to tax those members of the community
who at the present time are strupgling
with might and main to keep their em-
ployees fully employed. I think a good
deal of commendation is due to those
members of the community, even from
Ministers. The members of the eommu-
nity to whom I refer have up to the
present time sacrificed their own comfort
and their own pleasures for the benefit
of their employees, in order that the fall
rate of wages obtaining prior to the ont-
break of hostilities in Europe may be
meintained. In conclusion, I wish to say
that there are sections of the eommunity,
that there are quarters, which ¢an stand
some gdditional faxation, If the Pre-
mier is prepared to meet us, I shall be
prepared to go into those matters with
him, and give him the benefit of my ex-
perience and of my judgment, with a
view to bringing about a seitlement in
that direction. At this late hour I do not
propose fo repeat anything which has
been said by other speakers, but I con-
sider it my duoty to stand up here and
give my reasons for opposing the second
reading of the Bill. I have made myself
plain, T think. T oppose the second
reading because I do not consider it is
necessary to bring such a measure before
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Parliament at this juncture, when the
Governraent have a very much wider
seope in the funds at their disposal for
public works, than would be provided by
this Bill, if passed.

{The Deputy President took the Chair.]

Hon, H. CARSON (Central) [9.58]:
[ recognise that this measure has been
fully diseussed, bul pot wishing to give
a silent vote on such an important Bill
T desire to advance some reasons for the
attitude I adopt on it. The incidence of
the proposed taxation I acknowledge to
be equitable. There may be some few
anomalies in the Bill, bui, generally
speaking, the form of taxation it pro-
poses is equitable. Again, T am afraid
that fresh taxalionr is inevitable, The
guestion, however, is, will the House act
wiselyl in passing at this juncture a
measure imposing further taxation 9
Persopally I think not. I am unable
to forget the opening of the present
session of Parlinment, when we had a
demonstration of unemployed, in spite
of the fact that no effeets of either
drought or war had yet been felt,
and notwithstanding the fact that
for over three years we had in office
an Administration whiech received more
revenue, and raised more loan money,
than has been at the command during a
similar period of any other Administra-
tion in the history of Western Australia.
These facts, I think, must indicate to the
most casual observer, and to the least re-
flective of thinkers, that the administra-
tion of the affairs of this State has not
been carried on economicallyv. Therefore,
before adopting any further taxation
proposals, this House shonld insist on
closer and more eareful sapervision of
the affairs of State. Undonbtedly to my
mind the day labour system as earried out
by the Labour Government is the prin-
cipal cause of the present financial con-
dition of the State, One cannot help
thinking that this measare has been
forced upon the Government. It was
only within the last fortnight that we
heard anything about further taxation,
and doring that fortnight the represen-
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tatives of the Labour organisation and
the representatives of the unemployed
bad conferences with the Government,
and practically told the Government to
introduce a measure of this character.
Tt is not long since the Premier refused
to receive a deputation of the unem-
ployed, and it will be remembered also
that the Honorary Minister rather un-
sympathetieally told a deputation also
from the unemployed to wait until the
weather broke. It is common talk even
amongst Labour members that’ they do
not want this measure to pass. They are
qnite satisfied with the stage it has
reached, because it went through the
Asgembly by a big majority. They have
satisfied those who asked them to try and
get it passed. They knew well that the
Couneil would objeet to it. 1t has been
pointed out that it would not be possible
to collect a tax for some time to come
and use it for the purpose deseribed by
the Government, By the time it was
raised a goed season would probably be
with us, and there is every indieation in
that direction, and there will probably be
no need for the money. There are those
who say that it will not hurt the farmer,
but if we get a good season the farmer
will be hit harder than other folk, and
instead of allowing the farmer who has
suffered considerably during the past
three or four seasons to have the use of
all that he might make in the approach-
ing season, so that lie might redeem him-
self for the losses of the bad seasons, he
is to be asked to pay further taxation.
I intend to vote against {he second read-
ing of the Bill because the time is most
inopportune for its introduction. Next
session, when we are dealing with the
amendment to the Land and Income Tax
Act, we can, if necessary, revise the ex-
isting tax. One other reasom why I in-
tend to oppose the Bill is becaunse the
Government have not made an effort to
pass the Land Aet Amendment Bill which
they introduced to the Assembly. Hon.
members will remember that when the
Industries Assistance Bill was before this
House I asked members to vote for the
clause dealing with the payments of
rents, and pointed ont that if the Land

[COUNCIL.)

Act Amendment Bill was passed there
would not be so much taken from Loan
funds, The Government promised the
Bill. They appointed a commission to
inguire into the state of affairs in the dry
areas. The commission made its report,
and on that report Mr, Bath, the then
Minister for Lands, prepared a state-
ment for Cabinet, and advised that the
land should be reduced in price. 1 inter-
viewed the present JMinister for Lands
a few weeks ago, and lhe gave me a
definite promise ihat he was going to
introduce the measure. The maximom
price of the land was to be 13s. on the
basis of a 30 years’ lease, the 1lus. 6d.
land 25 years, and the 10s, land 20 years.
Thus, no selector would have to pay more
than sixpence an aere a year for his land.
The Government recognised that the
pioneer settlers of the dry areas bad not
been treated fairly in regard to values,
and thal was why they intended to in-
troduce the amending Land Bill. The
Government have been deceptive to hon.
members, and they are crnel in the ex-
treme to lhe men who are batiling in the
dry aress, and who are endeavouring to
make this o prosperous State, I have
already stated that I intend to vote
against the second reading of the Bill,
and T hope that the measure will be re-
jected. Tt will be time enough to deai
with further taxation proposals when
we are considering, next session, the
amendment to the Land and Income Tax
Act,

Hon. E. M¢LARTY ‘(South-West)
[10.8]: At this late hour I shall not oe-
cupy the aliention of the House for
many minules, It will be difficult indeed
for me to address myself to the question
without repeating what has been said
over and over again, At the same time,
T desire to give my reasons briefly for
the conclusions I have come to, and which
have actuated me in the course I intend
to adopt in regard to the Bill. T re-
gretted lo hear Mr. Millington say that
the unemployed difficalty did not need
sympathy., I think sympathy is a great
thing at any time, and the world wonld
be dead without it. I think everyone has
wenuine svmpathy for those people who
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teally want work and are capable of do-
ing it, but who are unable to obtain it,
wore particularly these who have fami-
Les depending on them. With the money
the Government have available, I feel

that under proper administration suffi-
eient work can be provided for all those
m need of it. I hzve some doubt as te
whether a gepuine effort has been made
on the part ¢f a good many of the un-
employed to seeure work. [ refer more
particularly to the single members of
the unemployed. Ouly to-day I was told
hy one employer who had made appliea-
tions for 20 men that only three re-
sponded. I am also acqnainted with a
settler who came to Perth a few days
ago and went to the labour Bureau to find
men suitable for the work that he had
on hand, These men asked him what
wages he was prepared to pay, and he
told them that he would give 30s. a week
with keep, and if the men were suitable
he would increase the pay to 35s. That
employer was insulted. He was told to
go to a hoi place and take his 30s, with
him. I eannot therefore but come to the
conelusion that many men who are on the
unemployed list in the City at the pre-
sent time could find work if they were
disposed to take it at a fair rate of
wages. We have heard a good deal about
hon, members wanting to reduce wages.
I do not think it is anyone’s desire to do
that. No one is anxious that a man should
do a fair day’s work without receiving o
fair day’s pay, but, under these excep-
tional circumstances, it would he better
for many men to take work that might
‘be offering as 2 temporary expedient
rather than depend upon the Gov-
ernment to provide them with meals and
lodgings free of cost. During last session
a member of this House, in the course of
a speech, said, that if the Labour party
were returned to power they would leave
the Liberal party a ecertain portion of
their garments, and ‘certain members
would go on their knees 2nd pray to
God to give them a Liberal Government.
That was an exireme thing to say, and I
regretted to hear it. In the present posi-
tion, if it were possible for members to
come to the rescue, T am sure they would
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do so. As a small farmer I employ & fair
number of men. I have ten engaged,
and six have families to provide
for. They are working under fair con-
ditions, and I think they are perfectly
satisfied, but T am quite eonvinced that if
this Bill be passed, if will be necessary
for me to dispense with the services of
¢ix out of the ten, and they will prob-
ably be forced io join the ranks of the
unemployed. Hon. members seem to have
lost sight of the fact in conneection with
the introduction of this measure, that
there are many other taxes which have to
be paid. The Labour parfy talk about
making those who are well off provide
for those who are not so well off, but the
position is that those with small incomes
have very heavy calls to meet at the pre-
sent time. For my own part, I am pay-
ing nearly £100 a year as a road board
tax alone, and the whole of that
money goes to  the working man.
There are also the State land tax,
Tederal land tax, and income tax,
and those who are in receipt of
incomes from City properties are pay-
ing at the present time abont 6s. in the
pound, I should like to see the Govern-
mept rise to the occasion as quickly as
possible, and put men on to do some of
the works which bave already been auth-
orised by Parliament. We have passed
four or five raillway Bills, and the work
in eynnection with those lines has not yet
been started, A section of the unem-
ployed eounld be put on at least to do the
clearing work, and make preparations
for the undertakings to be completed
later on, Mr, Sanderson last evening
warned the House of the resuli which
would follow if the second reading of
the Bill were not passed. I take it that
members here are fully sensible of their
responsibility, Mr. Kirwan referred to
another place as the people’s House, and
declared that the members there had been
returned recently with a mandate for
turther taxation. I contend that if that
House is the people’s House this House
is tepresentative of three-fourths of the
laxpayers, and they have some right to
representalion, The Bill, if passed, will
not meet the purpose for which it is in-
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tended, No schednle of works has been
prepared, and we simply have the sug-
gestion thrown ouf that the men may be

employed on feeder roads. After the
speech of Mr. Millington, who tells us
that hundreds of carpenters and large

nambers of book-binders and other
tradesmen are out of employment,
one wonders what show of work

they would make on road construe-

lion, The Government would he at
their wits’ end to employ those
men.  They would be in the position

of the manager who, having a large nam-
ber of men to employ, and no particular
work to give them, instructed them to re-
move a slack of bricks to another posi-
tion. Afier they had removed the stack
they eame along and asked, “What is the
next job?" whereupon the manager re-
plied, *I have decided to leave those
bricks where they were; you had better
carry them back again’’ That would be
the position in which the Government
would find themselves, If the Labour
party are earnest in their desire to as-
sist the unemployed, why do they not do
something themselves§ In these strait-
ened times members of Parliament should
themselves come to the rescue. I would
be glad to see every member of Parlia-
ment give up £100 of his salary for this
yvear to relieve the situation; but when
this was suggested in another place the
representatives of Labour, to a inan,
voted against any sacrifice at all. If
members of Parliament were to forego
£100 and Ministers £300 it would be of
great assistance to those now seeking em-
ployment. Tt has been suggested that this
House will reject the measure with a
view to bringing about a dissolution,
So far as I am aware, such a thing was
never thought of until the Premier sug-
gested it; nor do I think that any one else
is anxious for office just now. There are
many works upon which men might be
employed. A few men could do great
service at the Mandurah bar just now.
The river is drying up to such an extent
that the stench all round the shore is be-
coming unbearable, If the Government
would send a few unemployed down there
for a week or ten days a passage could
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be opened through the bar at the river
mouth and the present uncomfortable
state of affairs relieved. For several rea-
sons I do not intend to support the second
reading, In the first place I consider
the people are already taxed as much as
they can bear. It is all very well to say
that one having no income will not be re-
quired to pay. But those who have small
incomes are already paying four or five
tases, and, as the last straw breaks the
camel’s back, so I think if there is any
further taxation some of those people will
be reduced to a parlons condition. Most
of us are doing our best for the unem-
ployed. I am keeping on more men than
I have any work for, but T am not going
to set any of them adrift while I can
possibly keep them in their places.
Again, I am not prepared to im-
pose on the people further taxa-
tion which I think is unnecessary, and
which wounld not meet the object
in view. We will have the winter
upon us very shortly, when there will be
a great deal of work offering in country
distriets, and no doubt the Government
will start some of those public works at
present awaiting attention, and which
will absorb a greater number of men than
are looking for work, I bave great sym-
pathy with the married men residing in
Perth. It is hard for them to leave their
homes and tramp round the country look-
ing for employment; but I have no doubt
that the single men could all find work
if they wanted to. I know many instances
of employers looking for men, and I
know instances of men leaving good work
in the country to come to Perth and en-
joy free meals. That is a very undesir-
able position, and I am afraid it would
be accentuated if the Bill were to pass,
and a great many who are now earning
fair wages would be added to the unem-
ployed list. I do not intend to support
the second reading.

Hon. J. F. ALLEN (West) [10.22]:
As the only member for the West Pro-
vince in this Chamber who has an oppor-
tunity of expressing his opinions, I feel
T would be wanting in my duty if I did not
attempt to justify the attitude I take up
in regard to the Bill. Notwithstanding
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what has been said by members support-
ing the measure I approach the question
from a won-party point of view, and I

give a most emphatic denial to the asser-
tion that we are here as the selected re-
presentatives of a certain party. I, at
any rate, am not the selected representa-
tive of any party, nor was I the selected
candidate of any party. Certain hodies
may have decided to support my candi-
dature, but I am not bound by any pledge
on any question. I have not been ap-
proached by any member of the House
in regard to the Bill, although I have been
approached by people outside the House,
both by these who support the Bill and
those who would try to influence my judg-
ment against it. I have considered the
Bill purely and simply in the light of
what wonld be good for the State. We
as Liberals bave been accused of banding
ourselves together to oppose any legisla-
tion the Government might bring down.
That is incorrect. For the benefit of
those who make such assertions I may say
the Liberals are not banded together for
the purpose of opposing legislation, but
merely for the purpose of seeing that all
legislation is for the benefit of all the
community, and not for any section
thereof. To the party responsible for the
measure, and who claim to be democrats,
I would like to say that democracy does
not merely consist in simply exercising
the franchise at election time in order that
certain candidates may be retnrned. Ti
implies equity in taxation. Taxation is
for the purpose of raising revenue for
the snpport of the Government, whieh is
the expression of the people for the pur-
pose of controlling their own affairs. All
the laws on the statute-book are simply
agreements between the individnal units
of the community for the contrel of af-
fairs in the interests of all parties con-
cerned. Any legislation which does nof
aim at that is untrue to democracy and
to our Constitution ; any legislation which
is contrary to this requirement is eontrary
to the best interests of the people and is,
therefore, to be condemmed. TFor the
benefit of Mr. Millington I would like tn
summarise the reasons why I am opposing
the Bill. That hon. member said be
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had not heard any definite reasons why
the Bill should not be passed. The rea-
sons I have for voting against the mbas-
ure, leaving out points of disagreement
to be met in Committee are, first, that it is
unnecessary for the purpose. As already
pointed ont, ample provision is made at
the present time for the Government to
absorb all the unemployed. 'Works have
been authorised which should be put in
hand forthwith, The unemplayed could
thus be absorbed without any necessity
for this proposed taxation. My second
reason is that the tax is not equitable,
It is eontrary to good Government
to tax one section of the people for the
benefit of another, All our laws are agree-
ments between the individuals of the com-
munity, and when any tax is introduced
contrary to that principle, when one
section is to be taxed for the benefit of
another, it is contrary to the prin-
giples of democracy and of good
Government. My third reason is
that the amount to be raised would
be absolutely inadequate for the purpose
for which it is intended. We have been
advised that something like £150,000
would be raised doring the 12 months.
From mwy knowledge of the ecom-
mereial interests I very much donbt
whether any such amount would be
raised. The stagnation which exisls
in  business ecircles to-day has so
reduced the incomes of the people
that it would be impossible to raise
£150,000 under the provisions of the Bill.
If we deduct from the amount to be
raised the cost of the raising, a very small
amount would be left in the hands of the
Government for the provision of relief
work. From the figures given ng by
Mr. Millington regarding the number of
unemployed, which I understand were
taken from the books of the trades unions
and which, therefore, leave out all the
non-unienists among the unemployed, I
venture to say that under the most fav-
ourable cirecumstances the amount to be
raised by the tax would keep them il
employed for not more than two months
out of the 12, And when we realise that
the proceeds of the tax would not be
in the hands of the Government for many
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months to come, we see that the position
would be so acute by that time that other
steps would have to he taken to meet the
difiieulty. Anpother objection I have is
that the amount of money which would be
taken from the taxpayers would be with-
drawn from the industries of the people.
I know that a great number of people
have been keeping on their employees,
even at a Joss to {hemselves, partly
for old association’s sake, and partly
to avoid swelling tie ranks of the

unemployed. To reduce the funds
in the hands of private individuals
would be to reduce the spending

powers of the people to exactly the
same amount as the Government would re-
ceive, and from our knowledge of the
manner in which the Government have ex-

pended their funds in the past this
mongy wonld be muech more useful
in the hands of private employers
than in the hands of the Government.

Another objeetion I have to the measure
i5 that, knowing the manner in which the
funds have in the past been handled by
the Government, it is possible the funds
taken ont of the industries of the State
to-day might be used by the Government
in industries in opposition to those being
taxed. This is a very serious factor
which should be taken into consideration.
The moneyvs taken from the pockets of
the people running the industries of the
State might be used by the State itself
in opposition to those very industries
which are providing the sinews of war.
Aunother objection I have to the Bill is
that it aims at the relief of only one sec-
tion of the community—the mannal
lahourer. At this time I am sure that
the greatest suffering amongst our people
is not amongst the manual workery, but
amongst the small business men who are
at present endeavouring by all means to
make both ends meet and whose lives
must be a veritable hell in striving to
altain that object., My last objection to
the Bill is that it is contrary to al
economics to charge ageinst the people in
a distressful vear like the present the
relief requited for the distress existing.
If it is necessary to relieve distress, that
relief should be spread over more than
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one year. Mr. Cornell has pointed out
that in his opinion one good harvest will
not plice the farming industry on a sound
tooting bul that two or three harvests
will be required. If this is so in connee-
tion with the farming industry, surely it
applies far more strongly in regard lo
all the trading concerns thronghout the
State, and the cost of the relief for the
unemployment which we are told exists
should therefore be spread over more
than one year. If it is not done by
means of loan moneys, I see no other way
of doing it. To tax the people at present
18 an impossible method to adopt, and
1 see no other means than the ufilisation
of loan funds for this purpose. As I have
already pointed out, the Government
have authorisations enongh in this diree-
tiop to use moneys for this purpose, and
they should use them in this way and so
spread the cost of the trouble over the
vears to come. There bhave been many
inquiries as to whether preference to
unionists would be insisted on by the
Government if this Bill were passed.
We have not heen assured that pre-
ferenee to unionists would not be en-
forced,. We Eknow that this mea-
sure is the outcome of certain resolu-
tions by the unemployed and by the
party behind the throne—the Trades Hall
party—and when we remember this, it is
only fair that we should inguire how
this party has acted in other direections,
In Europe, owing to the stress of war,
the country of Belginum is snffering un-
told miseries. The miseries which our
people are suffering are as nothing com-
pared with those of the Belgians who are
being crushed under the iron heel of the
German invaders. 1 have a paragraph
from one of the loeal papers which makes
interesting reading, It states—

Dealing with an appeal from the
trades union centre of Holland, the
State Executive of the A.L.F, notified
the Metropolitan Council that thev
proposed to open snbseription lists for
the relief of the trades unionists of
Belgium, and that thev had started the
list by voting £16. The Execntive re-
quested all distriet councils to eircular-
1se wpigns in support of the appeal
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At a meeting of the council Jast night,
1t was decided to comply with its sug-
yesgon,

It the Trades Hall party ean exzercise
such a principle as preference to union-
ists in conuection with the charity they
dispense to a country so stricken as
Belgium, what can we expect from them
in this State if funds are raised by such
# tax as this for the benefit of the un-
employed ¢

Hon, J. Cornell: The Belgian Govern-
ment have entrusted the trades unions
with the distribution of relief in that
country.

Hon. J. ¥. ALLEN: If the unionists
of this Mtate are prepared first and only
to assist their unionist brethren in Bel-
ginm, we ean expect no better treatment
tfrom fhem in the disposal of funds
cranted for the relief of the unemployed.
Mr. Cornell referred to the much guoted
expression—the necessity for taking from
the pockets of those who have to assist
those who bave not. This may be a very
landable desire and it is the duty of those
who have to assist those who have not,
hui when it comes to a question of bleed-
ing the fat man, as we have heard it
expressed on more than one oceasion, we
should inquire who is the fat man and
how did he obtain his wealth. I will
reter to the reputedly most wealthy man
m the world, Mr. Rockefeller of New
York. He has been condemned through-
oac the lengith and breadth of the uni-
verse because he stands behind millions
ot money and yet, what has he done in
return for the millions he has acenmu-
lated. By his indudtry, ability, and ad-
mbistration he has obtained control of
the greatest portion of the oil trade of
the world, but in return he has given to
the world cheaper and better oil, and
surely for the service he has rendered to
homanity in that direction, he is entitled
to some reward. Let ns take the instanpce
of the late Joseph Chamberlain, head of
the Netilefold screw industry, Mr.
Nettlefold iniroduced the wood screw
which is used by builders, joiners,
and artisans the world over. Every
man who uses that serew and every per-
son in whose interests it is used derives

a benefit from the invention of Mr.
Nettlefold. When we recognise that we
have received benefits by the introduction
of these ideas, surely some reward showld
be reaped by those responsible for the
inventions. Mr. Mareoni introduced wire-
less telegraphy. Probably before his day
the prineiples of wireless were known in
the laboratories, but the scientific mind
was not the commercial mind, and it re-
mained for Mr. Marconi to bring com-
mercial intelligence to bear to make the
invention a commereial proposition. Who
shall say that even if he accumulates a
million of money at the expense of
humanity, ke is not deserving of it?
Probably thousands of lives have already
been saved by the use of wireless, and is
it not worth some reward to the man who
introduced the invention? To eome home
to our own country, shall we say that men
like the Macdonalds, the Duracks, or the
Forrests, who blazed the tracks of eivili-
sation throughout the length and breadih
of Western Australia and made it pos-
sihle for the people now here to live and
prosper, and that men who went ont
into tbe wilds and deserts and suffered
starvation and thirst to discover the gold-
fields are not worthy of the rewards they
reaped? We are reaping the benefit of
their enterprise, and shall we grudge
them what they possess and treat them
as fat men and bleed them because they
sacrificed so much for the aceumulation
of their wealth? /This is an attack on
thrift and industry and on the initiative
of the human race. When their initiative
has built up and made possible the things
we enjoy to-day, surely they are entitled
to something in return and to equitable
treatment from us. If it were not for
the personal initiative of these private
enterprises, I venture to say that the race
which to-day is progressing upwards
would scon begin to go downwards. In-
stead of its being the ancestors of the
hon. Mr. Cornell who lived in eaves, it
will be a case of the progeny of those
ancestors who would be doing so, or they
would live in trees like his present remote
cousins who eat the roots and other foods
nature provided them with to the aecom-
paniment of aimless and wunreasoning
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chattering so common to their kind. It
has also been said that the House exists
for the purpose of blocking the Govern-
ment from placing on the statute-book
that which they desire. I will admit that
sometimes it is necessary to oppose these
measures. We are bere for that purpose.
We are here for the purpose of see-
ing that nothing but just and equitable
laws are placed on the statute-book
of the State. We would be wanting in our
duty if we failed to do this. When we
sometimes disagree with the (Government
on any measure, as we are disagreeing
with them in respect to this measure, or
disagree with any portion of a mea-
sure, as we have done in the past, I
say we have a perfect right to do so and
are justified in the attitude we take up
and in the vote which we cast upon the
eonvietions we hold, and with that courage
with which the Almighty has endowed us.
Any measure which comes before me,
whilst T am a member of this House, will
be dealt with according to my judgment,
irrespective of any influence which may
be brought to bear upon me by other
hou. members who may entertain opin-
ions different from those I hold myself.
Although I am opposed to this Bill, I
do not wish hon. members to think for
one moment that I am not in sympathy
with the unemployed. I believe that
a great deal of distress does exist
in the State in this direetion, and I be-
lieve that there are many who are in very
destitute eircumstances, but the Bill
does not provide for these, It is use-
less. Before this Bill can come into
effect and before the money proposed to
be raised nnder it will be available, these
men will be not only on the verge of star-
vation but will be beyond the power

of resuscitation. The only way in
which relief e¢an be given is for
the Government te proceed with

those works already authorised. I
do not intend to indulge in heroics as
was the case with the leader of the Coun-
try party in another place. It would be
easy to do so and win the approbation
of the masses. We have a duty to per-
form, and we have to consider what is
best in the interests of the people of the
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State, and we have to deal with all mea-
sures without fear of any party or any
section of the community., I will vofe
on this oceasion, as I have done on other
oceasions, purely as I think fit and as I
think will be m the interests of the peo-
ple as a whole. Something has been
said about the rate of wages. Wages in
Weslern  Australia are exeeptionally
high. They are high for two reasons.
One is hecause of the natural fertility of
the soil and the wealth which lies be-
neath the surface of the ground in West-
ern Australia, and the other is the faect
that there is an enormomns amount of
borrowed capital here, preater in pro-
portion to the population, I believe, than
in any other State of the Commonwealth.
And the expenditure of these loan funds
added to the natural richness ®f the
country, has placed the wages of West-
ern Australia at a much higher level,
possibly, than they ought to be. But
the day is coming when this will cease.
The day is coming when the borrowing
capacity of Western Australia will have
to come to an end. What will be the re-
sult? The motion moved by the Hon.
Sir Edward Wittencom last week in con-
nection with the timber hewing trade is
to my mind the first muttering of the
approaching storm. The day is coming
when this country is going to suffer even
more disiress than it is suffering at the
present time. Our natural industries are
not going to thrive under wages as they
exist to-day, and under the higber
wages to which we are tending. The day
must come when wages will find their
proper level, that 18vel which the coun-
iry can afford to pay. Wages depend
entirely upon the productivity of the
country in which they exist. When
wages rise past a certain level they will
throttle industry. The natural industry
of the State, and the ratural produc-
tivity of the State must fix the rates of
pay. When the time comes that loan
funds are no longer bolstering up wages
in the manner in which they have done
in the past, the day of reckening will
arrive. It is a statesmanlike action for
us to look forward at this juncture, and
not to cavil at the faet that wages should
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not be reduced. Wages cannot be arti-
fically fixed; they must fluctuate with
the productivity of the eountry, We must
look forward to the time when these
diffieulties will have to be met, and we
must not aim af high wages simply be-
cause they are high wages. We must
take the natural industry of the country
as a basis and our wages must be paid
accordingly. That is one question we
must face in the future, We shall have
to vealise the fact, that no country can
make 235s, out of a sovereign, and if the
conntry can only produce from its nat-
ural resources s million sovereigns, that
we cannot pay 1%, million sovereigns in
wages, This is going to fix the raie of
pay in the future. A great deal bas
been said in regard to fostering our in-
dustries, Secondary industries can only
be fostered at the expense of our natur-
al industries, which are, after all, the
basis of our prosperity, although at the
present time some of our gold mines on
aceount of their richness are paying a
high rate of wages, and so are fixing the
rate for the State. The cost of living
could be lessened in wmany directions.
If a margin between the cost of living
and the rates of pay received could be
maintained, some of our gold mines could
be opened which at present are closed,
and a great portion of our lands which
at present are considered to be un-
fertile conld be autilised, This wounld all
make for a reduetion in the eost of liv-
ing. I have indicated what the Govern-
ment should do to provide for the un-
employed. It may be advisable to be a
little more specific. There are many
works in the State which we know are
necessary and which could be put in
hand. The leader of the House has re-
ferred to feeder roads. I quite agree
with those who have gone hefore me that
these works could be carried out better
by loeal governing bodies, if they
received subsidies from the Govern-
ment. The ecutting off of these
subsidies has accentuated the un-
employment difficulty in no small
degree. The party to which the leader
of the House belongs is not altogether
in favour of local governing bodies. The

1875

same party in power in the Federal
House has recently appointed an ad-
ministrator for the Northern Territory,
which by the way is nof represented in
Parliament, and in which no man has a
vote in the affairs of the country in
which he lives, This is a democraiic
principle which is controlled by the
Federal Labour Government. This
particular distriet had at Port Darwin
& town couneil elected by the people for
the purpose of carrying out local af-
fairs. There was also a local board of
health elected. The Federal Government
first wiped out of existence the district
bealth board, because it was interfering
with the operations of the administrator,
who is the absolute despot of the North-
ern Territory. The latest move on the
part of that Governmeni has been also to
wipe out the town counecil, because it
chose to object to the attitude of the ad-
ministrator in regard to the construection
of certain roads within their boun-
daries in opposition to the wishes
of that council. The DMinister for
Home Affairs, after dealing with tne
matter, said it was time to wipe this town
council out of existence, and they have
therefore decided to do it. In its place a
nominee board has been appointed, three
members of which are placed there by
the Government and two by the people.
This is the way in which the Labour party
deal with elected bodies throughout the
Commonwealth. We see in their attitude,
possibly, the same reason why subsidies
are held back by this Government from
local governing bodies, in order that they
may spend this money themselves, instead
of allowing the local governing bodies to
do so. Another work which could be
utilised for the employment of men in
need of work is the Fremantle harbour.
The necessity for this work has been
urged by the Harbour Trust and has been
adnitted by the Government. I under-
stand that the Government have made up
their minds in which direction that har-
bour shall go. That work might be put
in hand at once, and could answer a
double purpose. It would employ a great
pumber of hands on the spot, and wounld
also give the State sawmills something
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better to do than eut a large number of
sleepers merely to make them into a
stack. They should be cutting timber for
wharves and buildings, towards the future

extension of the Fremantle barbour
works, I woald also suggest to the leader
of the Government that railway pro-
positions which  have been author-
ised by Parliament might be put
in  hand, The Government bave
the sleepers, I understand, already
stacked at the sawmills, so that all
that would be necessary is to import the
rails; the earth works can be construcied
by the unemployed. There is another so-
lution of the difficulty which lies before
us, These are the suggestions I should
like to make. I will not labour the ques-
tion further; but I think the time has
come when ail these carping differences
of party shonld cease, when the leader of
the Government in this State should meet
the leaders of parties in this House and
also the leaders of parties in another
place, all of them forgetting that they
are party men, They should forget that
they are here as the representatives of one
section of the community. They should
forget that,from a party standpoint,they
have only one section of the people to
consider, They should remember that
the interests of the State as a whole re-
quire their undivided attention. We who
are in Parliament to-day are but fleeting
figures upon the stream of life. The day
will come when we shall go out and others
will take our places. But the effects of
work we do to-day will be perpetuated.
The work which we are doing to-day is the
laying of the foundations of the future
State of Western Australia, Qur work
to-day will decide whether Western Aus-
tralia shall move on lines which will as-
sure its future prosperity, or lines which
will lead to a condition of continuous de-
pression. Therefore, I would suggest to
the Government that the party questions
which they are continually bringing up,
and the measures they introduce fromw
time to time, all dealing with what are buf
passing phases, should cease, and that a
policy should be laid down and ecarried
out which will bave far-reaching bene-
ficial effects on the futnre of Western
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Auslralin, and enable this country to de-
velop in the manner in which we must
desire it should develop, so as to become,
in the words of our American cousins,
“God’s own country.”

On motion by the Colonial Secretary
debate adjourned,

BILL—-ROAD CLOSURE.
Received from the Assembly.

First Reading.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [10.52]: In con-
nection with this Bill, 1 desire to inform
bon, members that I shall lay on the
Table a litho. showing the various roads
and streets affected by the measure, Hon.
members will have an opportunity of ex-
amining that litho. I move—

That the Bill be now read ¢ first lime,

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

BILL—PERMANENT RESERVES.

Received from the Assembly, and read
a first time.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
J. M. Drew—Central) [10.55]: T move—

That the House at ifs rising adjourn
unlil 4.30 p.m. to-morrow.

Question passed.

House adjourned at 10.56 p.m,



